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EXPERIMENTS 

Lately  made  by  feveral 

EMINENT  PHYSICIANS, 

O  N  T  H  E 

Surprijing  and  Terrible  Effects, 

O  F 

2limont»^atetandj3iac8-4r^errf«a©a£er. 

WITH 

The  Cherry-Planter’s  Queries. and  Ob¬ 
jections^  relating  to  thofe  Experiments. 

CONTAINING 

The  learned  and  facetious  Arguments ,  and  Demon * 
fir  at  ions  on  both  Tides  the  Quell  ion. 

ALSO, 

The  Expoftulatory  Verfes  of  Thomas  Cherry-Tree  the  Elder, 
to  the  Authors  of  his  Condemnation, 

LIKEWISE, 

S 

ADiscourse  on  Ecclefafiicus  38.  ii  Honour 
the  Phyjician ,  with  the  Honour  that  is  due  to  himy 
becaufe  of  Neceffity,  for  the  Lord  hath  created  him „ 

As  the  fame  were  lately  Publilhed  in  feveral  Letters,  in- 
ferted  in  the  Worcejier  Journal  $  Printed  by  Stephen 
Bryan . 

To  which  are  added. 

Some  Letters  and  Verses  refufed  Publication* 


Eft  Modus  In  Rebus, 

Hor. 

i  .  '  1 — ■  - !  ; - - 

N  LONDON: 

-Printed  'foj-  J „  Huggonfon,  in  S nvord-and - JBu ckler*  Con »•  **  Ai**- 
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EXPERIMENTS 


O  N 

ALMOND- WATER, 


To  the  Printer  of  the  Wofcefter  Journal. 


SIR, 


Worcefler,  Off.  il,  1 740.' 


AS  it  is  the  Duty  of  all  thofe  who 
are  concern’d  in  the  Praftice  of 
Phyfick,  to  advertife  the  Fublick, 
whenever  any  thing  which  has 
been  receiv’d  into  common  Ufe,  either  as 
Food,  or  Medicine,  is  found  to  be  pernici¬ 
ous  ;  you  are  defired  to  infert  the  following 
Account  of  fome  Experiments  which  have 
been  lately  made  at  this  Place,  by  Us,  who 
have  fubfcribed  our  Names  hereto. 

The  furprifing  and  terrible  Effects  of  the 
Laurel-Water ,  by  which  it  appears  to  be 
one  of  the  moll  aftive  and  violent  Poifons 
yet  known,  induced  Us  to  make  fome  Ex¬ 
periments  on  other  [Simple-Waters,  which, 
from  their  fenfible  Qualities,  feem’d  to  be 
of  the  fame  Clafs  with  that,  though  they 
had  not  been  hitherto  fufpedted  of  any 

B  Viru- 
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Virulency.  Our  firft  Trials  were  upon  the  Wa¬ 
ter  drawn  from  Bitter  Almonds ;  which  being 
by  an  almoft  univerfal  Cuftom,  become  a  Sub- 
ftitute  in  the  Shops  for  Black-Cherry -Wat  ery 
We  thoueht  it  became  Us  to  examine  whe- 
ther  that  was  entirely  free  from  any  noxious 
Qualities.  Indeed,  we  thought  we  had  good 
Reafon  to  fufpedt  its  bad  Effects,  fome  a- 
mongft  Us  having  feen  fome  Experiments 
made  with  the  Chemical  Oil  drawn  by  Diftil- 
lation  from  the  dried  Almond-Cake ,  a  few 
Drops  of  which  would  kill  a  Dog  almoft 
inftantaneoufly.  And  as  the  Almond-Water 
muft  have  all  its  Flavour  and  Tafte  from 
this  Oil  •  it  feem’d  reafonable  to  conclude, 
that  this  Water  was  a  Poifon  of  the  fame 
Nature,  only  a  little  more  diluted.  And, 
indeed,  upon  Trial,  we  found  that  the  Al¬ 
mond-Water  was  as  fatal,  and  as  fpeedy  in  its 
Effects,  as  the  Laurel-Water  itfelf.  About 
two  Ounces  of  it  threw  a  middle-  fiz’d  Dog 
into  Convullions  as  foon  as  he  had  fwallowed 
it,  and  very  few,  out  of  feveral  that  we  tried 
it  upon,  furvived  it  above  one  or  two  Mi¬ 
nutes.  In  the  manner  of  its  Operation  it 
exactly  refembled  the  Laurel-Water ;  occa- 
honing  the  fame  Variety  of  Convulfions  as 
that  does.  Hence  then  we  had  all  the  Rea¬ 
fon  in  the  World  to  banifh  this  Succedaneum 
from  the  Shops.  But  as  this  Water  in  Tafte, 
Smell,  and  all  its  fenfihle  Qualities,  exaftly 
imitates  that,  for  which  it  is  lubftituted  \ 

we 
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we  thought  it  flill  worthy  our  Enquiry,  whe¬ 
ther  the  genuine  Black-Cherry -’Water  itfelf 
was  falutary  and  innocent  or  not.  To  this 
Purpofe,  we  procured  a  fufficient  Quantity  of 
Cherry-Stones  (the  Flavour  of  the  Water 
arifing  entirely  from  the  Kernel)  and  diftil- 
led  a  Simple  Water  from  them ;  and  this 
likewile,  upon  Trial,  was  found  to  be  endued 
with  the  fame  poifonous  Qualities  as  the 
former,  though  in  fgmewhat  a  lefs  Degree* 
there  being  about  a  double  Quantity  of  this 
required  to  produce  the  fame  Effects ;  but  in 
that  Quantity  the  Event  was  exactly  the 
fame  as  from  the  Almond  or  Laurel-Water . 

We  thought  it  therefore  incumbent  on 
us  to  acquaint  the  Publick  with  the  dange¬ 
rous  Qualities  of  thefe  Waters,  for  which 
there  has  hitherto  been  fo  great  a  Demand. 
And  that  the  Experiments  we  made  might 
hand  in  the  fairer  Light,  we  have  fubjoined 
the  manner  in  which  the  Almond  and  Black- 
Cherry-Waters  we  made  ufe  of  were  drawn  * 
which  was  done  (by  our  Direction)  by  Mr. 
Davis,  a  very  honeft  and  ingenious  Apothe¬ 
cary  of  this  Place. 

He  took  one  Ppund  and  half  of  the  dried 
Almond-Cake ,  and  adding  to  it  a  Quart  of 
Water,  drew  from  it  in  a  Cold-Still,  3 
Quart  of  Bitter  Almond-Water. 

To  fourteen  Pound  of  Black  Cherry-Stones 
bruifed,  he  added  a  Quantity  of  Water  fuffi¬ 
cient  to  prevent  burning,  (which  in  this  Ex- 

15  %  pertinent 
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periment  was  about  fix  Gallons)  and  drew 
off  in  a  Hot-Still  feven  Quarts.  The  firft 
Quart  that  run  he  referved  by  itfelf,  and 
with  that  we  made  the  foregoing  Experi¬ 
ments. 


Tho.  Atwood, 
James  Mackenzie, 
I ho .  Cameron, 
John  Wall 


October  31,  to  November  7. 
The  Planter  to  Mr.  Bryan. 


\ Thame  in  Oxfordjhire: 
Oft.  25,  1740. 


SIR, 


H  E  Account  lately  published  in  your 


Paper,  of  the  furprizing  and  terrible 
EfFeCts  of  Black-Cherry -Water  ;  made  me 
almoft  refolve  to  cut  down  all  my  Black - 
Cherry-Trees  (which  are  juft  arrived  to  their 
Perfection  ;)  but  having  confidered  the  Mat¬ 
ter  a  little  better,  do  beg  leave  by  your  Means., 
to  lay  the  following  Articles  of  Enquiry  be¬ 
fore  the  learned  Publifhers,  for  their  Anfwer  \ 
apprehending  it  will  be  acceptable  to  all  that 
traffick  in  Black-Cherries ,  as  well  as  to 


Tour  Humble  Servant 


The  Planter. 


(  5  ) 

i//5  Whether  the  genuine  'Black-Cherry - 
Water ,  ought  to  be  made  only  from  the  Pulp 
of  the  Cherry ,  or  from  the  Kernel ,  or  both  ? 

2^  Whether  the  Subjedl  ought  or  ought 
not  to  be  fermented,  before  it  is  committed 
to  Diftillation  ?  And  whether  the  Simple- 
Water  drawn  either  way,  will  be  equally 
poifonous  ? 

3  dy  Whether  the  Cherry-Stones  ufed  in  the 
Experiment  were  not  obtained  from  the  Di- 
ftillers,  after  having  been  infufed  a  confider- 
able  Time  in  Spirits,  to  make  j Black-Cherry ~ 

Whether  one  Spoonful  of  right  French 
Brandy  will  not  kill  a  Dog  ?  And  whether 
one  Spoonful  of  the  fame  Brandy,  being  di¬ 
luted  with  two  Spoonfuls  of  Water,  and 
given  to  three  feveral  Dogs,  one  Spoonful  to 
each,  would  have  the  leaft  EfFeft  on  any 
of  them  ? 

$th.  Whether  the  moft  innocent  or  falu- 
tary  Fruit,  or  Vegetable,  may  not  become 
poifonous  by  a  particular  Treatment? 

6th ,  Whether  there  are  not  fome  Roots, 
Fruits  and  Vegetables  poifonous  to  Men, 
which  ferve  for  Food  or  Phyfick  to  other 
Animals,  Et  e  Converfo  ? 

Lajlly ,  Whether  there  are  not  many  Ani¬ 
mal,  and  Vegetable  Poifons,  which,  if  truly 
Correfted,  or  exadtly  dofed,  may  prove  pow~ 
erful  Remedies  ? 

j ^ovemS 

mJ/St 


Brandy 

Athy 
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November  y3  to  if 
Mr*  Davis  to  Mr.  Bryan. 

S  I  R, 

AS  I  apprehend  that  it  is  below  the  Gra¬ 
vity  of  our  Phylicians  to  enter  into 
any  Difpute  with  a  Planter  who  conceals  his 
Name ;  and  as  I  was  employed  to  diftil  the 
Waters  ufed  in  the  Experiments,  I  flpall  take 
upon  me  for  once,  to  anfwer  his  Queries, 
that  your  Readers  may  judge  how  pertinent 
and  momentous  they  are, 

I  am,  Sir , 

Tour  humble  Servant , 
William  Davis, 

uerry  iji ,  Whether  the  genuine  Black - 
Cherry-Water  ought  to  be  made  only  from 
the  Pulp  of  the  Cherry ,  or  from  the  Kernel \ 
or  both  ? 

Anfwer .  The  Dilpenfatory  will  inform 
Mm,  that  it  ought  to  be  made  both  from  the 
Pulp  and  Kerneh  A  Poifon  feerns  to  lie  in 
the  Kernel,  though  the  Pulp  is  harmlefs. 
How  would  the  Planter  like  to  breakfaft  on 
Matjhme  and  Plumb-Gruel ? 

zd.  Whether  the  Subjedt  ought  or  ought 
mt  to  be  fermented,  before  it  is  committed 

t® 
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to  Diflillation  ?  And  whether  the  Simple* 
Water  drawn  either  way,  will  be  equally 
poifonous  ? 

Anfwer .  Hey  day!  Sure  the  Planter  is 
no  Apothecary.  The  Difpenfatory  again  will 
tell  him,  that  the  Black-Cherries  ought  not 
to  be  fermented,  in  order  to  make  the  Sim¬ 
ple-Water.  Neither  were  the  Bit  ter- Al¬ 
monds,  nor  Black-Cherry-Stones  fermented^ 
to  make  the  Water  ufed  in  the  Experiments.1 

3  d,  Whether  the  Cherry-Stones  ufed  in  the 
Experiment,  were  not  obtained  from  the  Oi¬ 
lfillers,  after  having  been  infufed  a  confider- 
able  Time  in  Spirits,  to  make  Black-Cherry- 
Brandy  ? 

Anfwer .  No:  Never  infufed  in  any  Spi¬ 
rits. 

Afh,  Whether  one  Spoonful  of  right  French 
Brandy  will  not  kill  a  Dog  ?  And  whether 
one  Spoonful  of  the  fame  Brandy  being  di¬ 
luted  with  two  Spoonfuls  of  Water,  and  given 
to  three  feveral  Dogs,  one  Spoonful  to 
each,  would  have  the  leaft  Effect  on  any 
of  them? 

Anfwer .  Our  Phyficians  made  no  Experi¬ 
ments  with  Brandy  at  my  Houfe ;  when  they 
do,  I  fhall  tell  him  how  many  Spoonfuls 
will  kill  a  Dog. 

efh.  Whether  the  molt  innocent  or  falu- 
tary  Fruit,  or  Vegetable,  may  not  become 
poifonous  by  a  particular  Treatment  ? 


t.8  ) 

'-v  t 

Anfwer.  I  don’t  know  any  innocent  or 
falutary  Vegetable,  that  will  become  poi- 
fonous  by  a  fimple  Diftillation ;  and  that  was 
all  the  Treatment  which  the  Vegetables  ufed 
in  the  Experiments  underwent.  But  fuppo- 
fing  the  Bitter-Almond^  and  Black-Cherry - 
Kernel  harmlefs,  and  that  the  Waters  drawn 
from  them  become  poifonous  by  Diftillation 
only ;  is  not  that  poifonous  Quality,  how¬ 
ever  acquired,  a  fufficient  Realon  for  rejedt- 
ing  them  ? 

6th ,  Whether  there  are  not  fome  Roots, 
Fruits  and  Vegetables  poifonous  to  Men, 
which  ferve  for  Food  or  Phyftck  to  other 
Animals,  Qt  e  Converfo  ? 

Anfwer .  Here  the  Querift  infinuates,  that 
the  Waters  ufed  in  the  Experiments  might 
do  Men  no  harm,  though  they  poifoned 
Dogs.  ,  Our  Phylicians,  indeed,  carried  their 
Trials  no  farther  than  on  Dogs ;  but  if  the 
Planter  will  prefent  himfelf  to  me,  I  am 
ready  to  fatisfy  his  Curiofity.  But  left  the 
Gentleman  fhould  be  too  forward,  as  he  has 
given  fome  Latin  in  this  Query,  I  fhall  at¬ 
tempt  a  Syllogifm.  The  Laurel ,  Bitter- Al¬ 
mond ,  and  Black-Cherry-Kernel  Waters ,  poi- 
fon  Dogs  in  the  fame  manner ;  but  the  Lau¬ 
rel-Water  poifons  Men,  as  well  as  Dogs  : 
Ergo:  The  Bitter- Almond ,  and  Black-Cher¬ 
ry -Kernel-Waters  may  poifon  Men,  as  well 
as  Dogs. 


Lqftfy 
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Lajily ,  Whether  there  are  not  many  Ani¬ 
mal,  Mineral,  and  Vegetable  Poifons,  which, 
if  truly  corrected,  or  exactly  dofed,  may  prove 
powerful  Remedies  ? 

Anfwer .  When  the  Planter  {hall  teach 
the  World,  how  the  poifonous  Waters  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  Experiments,  may  becorredled, 
or  fo  exadtly  dofed,  as  to  become  powerful 
Remedies,  it  is  poffiblc  they  may  again  be 
prefcribed  :  Till  then,  I  hope  the  Planter 
will  iingly  enjoy  all  the  Credit  and  Advantage 
of  ufing  and  recommending  fuch  Remedies. 

As  the  Planter  feems  very  fond  of  Queries* 
I’ll  favour  him  with  a  fhort  one. 

Query,  Whether  Roots,  and  Fruits  are 
not  Vegetables  ? 


November  14  to  21* 

The  Planter  to  Mr,  Bryan. 

SIR, 

IN  your  Journal  of  the  7th  Inftant,  I  pfe*- 
fented  the  learned  Publifhers  of  the  Expe¬ 
riment  on  Black-Cherry  Water  with  a  few 
Queftions ;  in  hopes  to  have  that  Matter  fet 
in  a  clearer  Light,  and  to  prevent  (ifpoffible) 
the  Deftrudtion  of  our  Cherry-Trees,  or  elf© 
to  convince  us  that  we  ought  to  part  with 

C  them 
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them  chearfully  ;  and  expected  a  fatisfadtary 
Anfwer  on  the  Subjedt;  but  inftead  of  that 
I  find  in  your  Yefierday’s  Paper,  which  I  met 
with  (on  my  Journey)  this  Morning  at  Eve- 
fisam ,  a  pretended  Anfwer,  (that  extorted  a 
Smile  from  me)  figned  William  Davis ;  who, 
if  he  had  not  fignified  the  Part  he  bore  in  the 
Experiments,  I  fihould  (by  his  Anfwers  and 
Reafoning)  have  gueft  him  to  be  a  young  Apo¬ 
thecary  ;  (there  appearing  too  many  Over¬ 
fights,  even  at  once  reading,  for  a  Man  of 
a  compaffionate  Difpofition,  to  take  Advan¬ 
tage  of)  and  as  fuch,  I  may  perhaps,  at  a  cer¬ 
tain  Time,  prevail  with  my  Wife's  Mother^ 
who  is  an  Apothecary’s  Widow  to  reply  ; 
file  being  a  very  hcneji  and  ingenious  old  Wo¬ 
man,  has  for  many  Years  ufed  to  diftil  Simple- 
Waters ,  and  difpenje  Medicines,  but  is  exceed¬ 
ing  cautious  in  her  Practice ,  and  will  not 
venture  to  prefcribe  fo  much  as  a  Clyfier, 
without  a  Phyjiciari s  Advice ;  which  makes 
her  greatly  eft e erne d  and  much  recommended  by 
them ,  unto  this  Day., — If  the  learned  Publi- 
fhers  of  the  faid  Experiments,  have  not  Lei-? 
(\ lire ,  or  Inclination ,  to  anfwer  me  themfelves, 
but  will  pleafe  to  Patronize  any  other  of 
Mr.  Davis's  Performances ,  (for  Phis  I  dare 
fay  they  will  not)  I  fihall  then  take  Notice  of 
them,  in  a  manner  fiaitable  to  the  Gravity  of 
the  Gentlemen’s  Profeffion ,  (which  I  take  to 
fie  the  Gravity  meant  by  Mr.  Davis )  but 
that  the  Pubhck  may  not  be  impos’d  upon 

by 


by  any  thing  that  is  fpurious ;  I  mud  infift, 
that  thefe  Words  be  inferted  in'fuch  Per¬ 
formance. 

By  the  Order  of  Tho .  Atwood^  y  antes 
Mackenzie ,  Tho .  Cameron ,  John  Wall, 
Doctors  of  Phyfick  ;  or  by  other  proper 
Titles ; 

and  conclude  thus,  Davis  Afliftant. 

We  fhall  then  fee,  how  much  better  a 
Figure  this  little  Gentleman  (for  I  guefs  at 
his  Size  by  his  Pertnefs)  will  make,  with 
HIPPOCRATES1  s  Cap  on  his  Head ;  and 
fhall  treat  him,  after  his  Advancement  to 
that  Dignity,  tho'  with  lefs  Elegance  of 
Style,  than  the  Subjedt  may  require ;  yet 
with  that  Freedom  and  Piainnefs,  as  becomes 
a  fair  Difputant,  and  am 


Sir 


Tour  humble  Servant , 

The  Planter. 


15th  Nov,  1 740. 


Majler  Bryan , 


15  November  174.0. 


ON  reading  your  News-Paper  of  yefter- 
day,  I  find  a  Quefton  put  by  Mr. 
Davis  a  Pote carrier  about  Roots,  Fruits 
and  Vegetables  ;  now  I  being  a  Gardiner, 
tho’  no  Scollard,  but  willing  to  let  you  fee 
I  am  no  Dunfe,  do  here  fend  him  an  Anfen 
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^ucejlon,  Whether  Roots  and  Frutes  arc 
not  Vegetables  ? 

Anfer ,  No;  for  they  are  only  Parts  of 
Vegetables;  but  if  this  Potecarier  can  tell  me 
of  any  particular  Root*  or  Fruit*  that  is 
a  complete  Vegetable*  I  will  fend  to  Mr. 
Millerd \  to  put  it  down  in  his  Book. 

Tour  Servant, 

Adam  Appletree-Root. 

■~SSm  .  ■  ■■■■■  - 

November  21  to  28. 

Mr.  Davis  to  Mr.  Bryan. 

5  I  Ry 

AS  I  can’t  fuppofe,  that  a  Perfon  of  the 
Planter’s  great  Ingenuity*  would  ever 
lofe  Sight  of  his  Subject,  in  any  Difpute;  I 
muft  believe,  that  his  laft  Letter  contains  a 
full  and  ample  Proof  of  the  falutary  Virtues 
of  Black-Cherry-Water,  tho’  it  does  not  fo 
readily  appear  to  People  of  lefs  Penetration 
than  himfelf.  For  the  Benefit  therefore,  of 
fuch  People  and  myfelf,  I  fhall  endeavour  to 
draw  his  Argument  into  a  narrower  Compafs, 
that  it  may  have  it’s  full  Force,  and  convince 
every  Body,  that  th$  Dogs  which  died  imme¬ 
diately  on  (wallowing  the  Black-Cherry -Kernel 
Water ,  were  not  at  all  the  worfe  for  it. 

His 
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His  Argument,  when  ftript  of  the  Wit  that 
darkens  it,  runs  thus :  He  fmiled  at  Efoejham , 
and  is  of  a  compaffionate  Difpofition :  But 
there  is  fome  Honefty  in  his  Family,  on  the 
Wife's  Side  :  Ergo,  Black-  Cherry  -  Kernel- 
Water  is  very  wholefome,  and  a  powerful 
Remedy.  This,  it  muft  be  owned,  is  a  very 
extraordinary  Argument ;  but  for  that  veryRea- 
fon,  it  is  the  beft  Proof  the  Planter  could  give 
of  his  great  Sagacity  and  Judgment ;  for  what 
would  ordinary  Arguments  avail  againft  Mat¬ 
ter  of  Fadt  ?  Another  Inftance  for  his  wonder¬ 
ful  Acutenefs  in  Difputation,  is  his  Anfwer  to 
my  Query  about  Roots,  &c.  which  is  /o  ex¬ 
cellent  in  it's  kind,  that  it  deferves  to  be  a 

little  farther  illuftrated. - -  Suppofe  then, 

that  a  Phyfician  had  preferibed  a  vegetable 
Diet,  and  the  Patient  fhould  confine  himfelf 
to  readied  Apples ;  yet  according  to  the  Plan¬ 
ter,  this  Patient  tranfgrelfes  Rules,  becaufe 
he  does  not  Iwallow  the  Tree.  Or,  fuppofe 
that  the  Planter  fihould  bring  his  Action  againft 
any  rude  Fellow,  for  giving  him  a  Kick  on 
the  Breech;  the  Planter,  by  his  own  Reafon- 
ing,  would  be  caft,  by  the  Fellow’s  pleading 
that  he  did  not  kick  his  Ar~-e,  for  it  wras  onlv 
a  Part  of  it.  But  I  filial!  contend  no  more  with 
this  very  fiubtile  Gentleman,  while  he  con¬ 
tinues  in  Difiguifie,  and  fihall  onlv  once  for  all 
advife  him  to  fiubficribe  his  real  Name  to  his 
next  Performance,  that  the  Weight  of  his 

Character 
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Character  may  add  Force  to  his  Arguments 
in  Favour  of  Poifon. 

I  am ,  Siry 

Tour  humble  Servant , 

William  Davis. 


Thomas  Cherry-Tree  the  Eldery  to  the 
Authors  of  his  Condemnation . 

SINCE  you  have  learnedly  decreed. 

That  I  and  all  my  Sons  mutt  bleed; 

Let  me  a  dying  Queftion  alk, 

(The  Anfwer’s  not  fo  hard  a  Talk,) 

Why  Ihould  not  Plumb-tree  lhare  my  Fate? 
And  rot  unpity’d  by  the  Great ; 

For  it’s  prefum'd  his  Fruit  produces. 

As  poifonous  and  pernicious  Juices. 

We  hear  the  young  Trees  in  the  Nurfery 
of  the  late  Jonathan  Mmchin ,  lately  adver- 
tifed  in  this  Paper,  are  not  yet  all  diipos'd  of. 


November 
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November  28  to  December  5* 

fhe  Planter  to  Mr.  Bryan. 

S  1  R> 

BY  your  laft  Friday’s  Paper  I  find,  that 
Mr.  Davis  is  not  thought  a  fit  Perfon 
to  be  intrufted  with  Hippocrates's  Capy 
but  inftead  of  that  do  perceive,  he  has  been 
prefented  with  another  Sort  of  Cap ,  made  with 
a  particular  kind  of foft  Paper ,  which  becomes 
him  very  well  5  and  (hall  therefore  now  pay 
him  my  Compliments,  as  a  Perfon  of  fuch 
Diftindtion  deferves. 

As  to  that  Part  of  his  Letter  relating  to  the 
Experiment  on  Black-Cherry -Water  I  mu  ft 
be  fo  candid  as  to  admit,  he  has  reduced  the 
Argument  to  a  Point,  fo  exquifitely  fine,  as 
not  to  be  difcerned ;  the  Stile  is  tranfcendently 
fublime ;  and  the  Arguments  to  fupport  the 
Experiment,  are  univerfally  allow’d  to  be  un- 
anjwerable ,  by  reafon  they  furpafs  all  human 
Under '(landing :  So  that  this  Cap  (tho’  of  an 
inferior  Title,  yet  being  of  greater  Antiquity  P) 
hath  performed  more  than  Hippocrates’s 
Cap  could  have  done. 

It  feems  Mr.  Davis  has  thought  proper  to 
remove  the  Burthen,  from  off  the  Gardener’s 
Shoulders,  and  place  it  on  mine;  I  will  endea¬ 
vour  to  remove  it  thence,  and  defend  myfelfasl 
can,  againft  one  that  makes  fo  ungenteelan  At¬ 
tack  on  my  Brack-parts .  He  puts  the  Cafe  thus. 

c  $ uPP°fe 
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c  Suppofe  a  Phyfician  had  prefer  i  bed  a  vege- 
c  table  Diet,  and  the  Patient  jhould  confine 
c  himfelf  to  roafied  Apples ;  yet  according  to 
€  the  Planter ,  Patient  tranfgrejfes  Rules , 
£  becaufe  he  does  not  fwallow  the  Tree . 

e  Or,  fuppoje  that  the  Planter  Jhould  bring 
c  Ail  ion  againfi  any  rude  Fellow,  for  giving 

*  #  Kick  on  the  Breech ;  the  Planter  by 

*  his  own  Reafoning  would  be  cajl,  by  the  Fel- 

*  low' s  pleading  that  he  did  not  kick  his  A — e, 

*  for  it  was  only  Part  of  it i 

The  Gardener  (whom  he  calls  the  Planter ) 
aflerted  that  Fruits  and  Roots ,  were  only 
Parts  of  Vegetables,  and  not  compleat  Vege¬ 
tables  >  and  this  will  very  plainly  appear,  in 
file  fuppofed  Cafe ;  by  only  making  Ufe 
of  the  Word  Food,  inftead  of  the  Word 
Diet . 

Thus,  if  vegetable  Food  were  preferibed, 
the  Patient  would  eat  only  that  Part  of  the 
Vegetable  proper  for  Food ;  not  that  Part 
proper  for  Fuel ;  and  could  never  miftake  the 
Fruit  for  the  Wood,  or  tranfgrefs  the  Phyfi- 
cian’s  Rules ;  unlefs  he  meant  by  the  Word 
Diet,  that  his  Patient  fhould  fwallow  the 
Tree.  The  Patient  would  alfo  confine  him¬ 
felf  to  that  Sort  of  vegetable  Food  proper  for 
Men ;  unlefs  he  fiiould  prove  to  be  an  Afs,  for 
then  he  would  chufe  Thiftles . 

As  to  the  other  Suppofition ;  I  think  the 
Apothecary ,  who  is  frequently  obliged  to  ftoop 
to  the  Ar— e,  might  have  thought  on  a  Cafe 

in 
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in  his  own  Way  ;  by  fuppofing  the  ?~ude  Fel¬ 
low,  to  have  thruft  his  Nofe  into  the  Aper¬ 
ture  ;  for  this  would  have  diftinguifh’d  the 
Part ,  and  removed  the  pretended  Difficulty 
in  Pleading,  beyond  the  Foffibility  of  a  Mif- 
take  5  which  Gentlemen  of  this  Cap  are  apt 
to  run  into. 

Having  now  performed  the  difagreeable 
Talk  of  threjhing  fo  much  Chaff,  and  finding 
no  Light  v/ill  be  afforded  me  by  the  Pub- 
lifhers  of  the  Experiments  on  Almonds  and 
Black-Cherry -Wat  er  ;  I  (hall  now  venture  to 
examine  into  the  Proceffes,  by  comparing 
them,  with  what  I  call  the  genuine  Proceffes . 

And  fir  ft  as  to  the  Almond- Water. 

c  Mr.  Davis,  took  i  Pound  and  a  half  of 
€  the  dryed  Almond-Cake ,  and  adding  to  it  a 
c  Quart  of  Water ,  he  drew  from  it ,  in  a  cold 
€  Still ,  a  Quart  of  bitter  Almond-Water /  And 
with  two  Ounces  thereof  killed  a  Dog. 

The  Apothecary's  general  Rule  (as  my 
Wife’s  Mother  informs  me)  is  to  draw  4 
Quarts  of  Almond-Water  from  4  Ounces  of 
Almond-Cake ,  this  juft  gives  an  agreeable  Fla¬ 
vour  to  the  Water,  which  is  ufed  as  a  Vehicle, 
Ergo,  Mr.  Davis's  drawing  but  1  Quart  of 
Water  from  24  Ounces  of  Cake ,  mu  ft  make 
his  Water  23  times  fironger  of  the  Kernel ,  than 
that  of  the  Apothecary's  :  And  thus  render  it 
unfit  for  ufe. 

Indeed  I  diftrufted  whether  1  Quart  of 
Water  could  be  drawn,  after  the  manner  of 

D  Mr, 
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Mr.  Davis's  Procefs  ;  my  Wife's  Mother 
tried  it  for  me,  and  though  fhe  could  not  go 
thro’  the  Procefs  for  the  Stink ,  yet  believes 
the  Thing  poffible  to  be  done,  but  not  with¬ 
out  much  burning  the  Pafte  ;  (for  it  will 
be  nearly  of  that  Corififtence  when  commit¬ 
ted  to  the  Still)  which  gives  a  nafiy,  hot ,  em- 
pyreumatick  Tafiey  to  the  Water,  and  greatly 
enhances  the  Malignity  of  it.  Therefore  I 
do  not  call  this  genuine  Water. 

Now  for  the  B lack- Cherry- Wate r . 

Mr .  Davis,  to  14  Pounds  oj  Black-Cherry - 
Stones  hruifed ,  added  a  Quantity  of  Water 
fujpcient  to  prevent  burnings  ( which  in  his 
Experiment  was  about  6  Gallons )  and  drew 
off  in  a  hot  Still  7  Quarts ;  the  fir  ft  Quart 
that  run  he  refierved  by  itjelf ;  and  with  four 
Ounces  thereof  he  kill’d  a  Dog.  This  he 
calls  the  genuine  Black-Cherry -Wat er . 

The  London  Difpenfiatory  publifhed  by 
the  College  of'  Phyficiam ,  diredts  the  Procefs 
thus  \ 

1  From  12  Pounds  of  Black-Cherries  bruified 
with  the  SfoneSy  draw  1  Gallon . 

I  having  no  Opportunity  of  comparing  the 
Difference  of  Weight  between  th<b  Cherry 
and  the  Cherry-Stone  of  recent  Fruit,  was 
obliged  to  make  life  of  fome  Black-Cherries 
which  had  been  infufed  in  Brandy  5  but  all 
that  would  run  was  pour’d  from  ’em  three 
Months  before  ;  I  weigh’d  1  Ounce  of  thefe 
with  the  Stones ,  and  then  (after  rubbing  off 
— '  -  :  -  •  :  <  all 
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all  the  flelhy  Part  with  a  dry  Cloth)  weigh'd 
the  Stones,  and  found  them  to  be  i  Quarter 
of  an  Ounce  bare  Weight  3  fo  that  the  Fruit 
was  to  the  Stone,  as  4  to  i . 

I  therefore  think  Mr.  Davis's  Procefs  li¬ 
able  to  two  Objections  3  the  one  for  leaving 
out  the  Cherry ,  and  the  other  for  uiing  too 
great  a  Proportion  of  the  Stones . 

As  to  the  Cherry ,  ’tis  plain  that  3  Parts 
in  4  of  the  requilite  (and  ’tis  prefumed  of  the 
beft)  Ingredients  were  left  out  3  for,  the 
Denomination  is  ufually  taken  from  the  bet¬ 
ter  or  prevailing  Part  i  Therefore  this  Black - 
Cherry-Water  cannot  be  genuine . 

And  as  to  the  fecond,  ’tis  plain  that  if  3 
Pounds  of  Cherry-Stones  are  fufficient  to  flavour 
4  Quarts  of  Water ,  then  14  Pounds  of  them 
muft  make  thefe  four  Quarts  of  Water  3 
times  and  above  an  half  flronger  3  and  confe- 
quentlymufl  make  1  Quart  above  17  times 
flronger  of  the  Kernel  than  it  ought  to  be,  and 
remove  it  fo  much  further  from  being  genu - 
ine  3  and  I  believe  the  Di [proportion  would 
have  appeared  to  be  much  greater ,  had  the 
Fruit  I  made  ufe  of  been  freflo  gathered . 

That  Brandy  and  Spirit  of  Wine  are  both 
obtain’d  from  Vegetables  by  Jimple  Diftilla * 
tion  3  and  that  Brandy  is  not,  but  that  Spirit 
of  Wine  is  poifonous  to  Men ,  I  think  cannot 
be  deny’d  3  and  therefore  Vegetables  may 
become  poifonous  by  fuch  a  particular  Treat- 
riient,  tho’  Mr.  Davis  knows  it  not, 

D  £  The 
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The  College  Prefcription  does  neither  di¬ 
rect  nor  forbid  Fermentation  in  their  Procefs  for 
Black-Cherry -Water  3  and  as  their  Difpenfa- 
tory  was  published  for  the  Ufe  of  Perfons 
fuppos'd  to  be  fill'd  in  Pharmacy ,  therefore 
they  do  not  defcend  to  every  minute  Circum- 
ftance,  but  leave  this  Procefs  as  they  do 
others,  to  be  performed  according  to  Art  3 
the  prefent  Method  of  preparing  it  at  the 
Apothecary' s  Hally  London ,  is  by  the  Help  of 
Ferme?itation  3  and  my  Mother's  Hufband 
always  prepared  it  in  that  Way,  as  ffie  tells 
me  :  Every  common  Diftiller  knows  that 
nothing  jpirituous  or  Jdlutary  can  be  obtained 
from.  Black-Cherries  by  fimple  Diflillatjpn , 
without  being  previoufly  fermented. 

For  the  Confolation  and  Benefit  therefore 
of  all  Planters ,  Fathers;  Mothers ,  Midwives  y 
Nurfes  and  Children ,  I  will  here  tranfcribe 
the  Opinion  of  the  celebrated  Dr.  Quincy  con¬ 
cerning  this  ufeful  Vehicle,  when  made  as 
it  ought  to  be.  He  fays, 

Fhe  Water  from  Black- Cherries  feems  by 
much  the  befl  we  have  in  the  Shops ,  for  a  V e- 
hicle  3  the  Kernels  give  it  an  agreeable  Fla¬ 
vour  3  and  there  is  fo  much  of  a  Spirit  in  the 
Juice ,  as  prejerves  it  the  Tear  round ,  when 
carefully  difill'd ,  without  Decay .  Quincy's 
Difpenfatory,  9th  Edition,  Page  358. 

As  Mr.  Davis  feems  to  lay  much  Strefs 
on  the  Weightinefs  of  Names  and  Characters , 
1  will  in  this  give  him  the  Turn  of  the  Scale, 

to 
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to  help  his  own  Arguments ,  chufing  myfelf 
to  argue ,  rather  from  Demonjlration  than. 
Sound :  And  fhall  therefore  take  leave  of  the 
Pablick  as  an  Author  ;  and  continue  to  fub- 
fcribe  myfelf,  as  before. 

Sir, 

Thame,  2d  Dec ,  Tour  humble  Servant , 

I74°’  The  Planter, 

-  1  .  ••  . 


December  12  to  19. 

Mr.  Turnor  to  Mr.  Bryan. 

/  .  •  . ;  I 

SIR , 

^  ""I'  ^  H  E  Planter  having  entertain'd  your 
£  Readers  for  fome  time  ,  with  fuch  Wit 
as  he  could  afford,  has  at  laft  come  to  the 
Point  in  Difpute  $  and  my  Mafter  having  de¬ 
termined  to  contend  no  longer  with  Shadows 9 
has  given  me  leave  to  anfwer  him.  Had  the 
Planter  began  where  he  now  concludes,  with 
making  Objections  to  the  Waters  ufed  in  the 
Experiments,,  and  argued  in  a  Gentleman¬ 
like  manner,  with  his  Name  affix'd  to  his 
Performances,  it  is  very  probable  that  the 
Publishers  would  either  have  anfwered  his 
Objections,  or  acquiefced  in  his  Demonftra- 
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tion  (as  he  calls  it)  that  thofe  Waters  are 
not  poifonous. 

But  inftead  of  treating  our  Phyficians  in  a 
candid  generous  Manner,  a  Per (on  noted  for 
Self-fufficiency  and  Prating  affumes  the  Name 
of  a  Planter,  challenges  our  Dodtors  to  dis¬ 
pute  with  him,  modejlly  afks  them  how  the 
genuine  Black-Cherry- Water  ought  to  be 
made,  that  is,  whether  they  could  read  the 
Difpenfatory ,  bids  them  tell  him  whether 
Brandy  would  kill  a  Dog,  with  feveral  other 
Queries  equally  pertinent  and  edifying  ;  and 
notwithftanding  fuch  Ufage,  wonders  that 
they  would  not  anfwer  him.  Rifum  te~ 
neatis  ? 

But  who  can  exprefs  the  Indignation  of  the 
Planter,  when  he  found  his  Queries  anfwered 
by  only  a  plain  Apothecary  ;  he  prefently 
dropt  his  Subjedt  to  chaftife  my  Majler ,  and 
in  his  Fury  compared  him  to  a  very  honefl 
and  ingenious  old  Woman ,  much  efeemed  by 
the  Phyficians  for  being  exceeding  cautions  in 
her  PraBice .  What  a  fad  Charadter  is  here  ! 
It  might  be  no  great  Lofs  to  his  Neighbours, 
if  the  Planter  fhould  follow  the  old  Woman's 
Example. 

Perhaps  it  hurt  his  Spleen  that  our  Phy¬ 
ficians  call'd  Mr.  Davis  an  honef  and  inge¬ 
nious  Apothecary  :  But  pray*  Sir,  does  this  ex¬ 
clude  others  from  deferving  the  fame  Cha¬ 
racter  ?  It  is  evident  that  thefe  Words  were 
not  intended  to  depreciate  other  Apothecaries, 
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|3ut  to  fatisfy  thp  Publick  that  the  Experi¬ 
ments  were  faithfully  made. 

As  to  the  Planter's  Animadverfion§  upon 
my  Maher's  laft  Letter,  I  fhall  eafily  grant 
that  any  Delicacy  in  Wit  is  above  his  Com¬ 
prehension  ;  but  that  hisUnderfanding  (hould 
be  the  T *efl  of  Wit,  I  fhall  never  allow. 

I  now  come  to  that  Part  of  the  Planter’s 
laft  Letter  where  his  great  Strength  lies,  viz. 
his  Examination  of  the  Procefles  by  which 
the  Waters  ufed  in  the  Experiments  were 
drawn.  After  quoting  the  Procefs  he  goes 
on  thus  : 

€  The  Apothecary's  general  Rule  (as  my 
€  Wife's  Mother  informs  me)  is  to  draw  4 
*  Quarts  of  Almond-Water  from  4  Ounces 
c  of  Almond- Cake,  this  juft  gives  an  agree- 
c  able  Flavour  to  the  Water,  which  is  ufed 
c  as  a  Vehicle.  Ergo ,  Mr.  Davis's  drawing 
c  but  one  Quart  of  Water  from  24  Ounces 
‘  of  Cake,  muft  make  his  Water  23  times 
c  ftronger  of  the  Kernel  than  that  of  the 
c  Apothecaries.  And  thus  render  it  unfit 
‘  forUfe.’ 

There  is  no  general  Rule  among  the  Apo¬ 
thecaries  for  making  Bitter-Almond-Water, 
for  'tis  a  direct  Fraud ,  and  ought  not  to  be 
made  at  all .  It  has  indeed  been  kept  by  mod 
Apothecaries  as  a  Subfitute  to  the  Black- 
Cherry-Water,  but  every  Apothecary  made 
it  according  to  his  own  Fancy  ;  and  the  com¬ 
mon  Way  was  to  throw  fouje  Handfuls  of 
y  <  '  Almond- 
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Almond-Cake,  by  guefs ,  into  the  Still,  and 
draw  off  fome  Water,  agreeable  to  the 
ArtifPs  Palate. 

My  Curiofity  prompted  me  to  make  fome 
Bitter-Almond-Water  exa&ly  according  to 
the  Planter's  Rule  of  drawing  4  Quarts  from 
4  Ounces  of  Cake  :  And  tho’  I  never  tafted 
any  fo  weak  before  that  was  frefh  drawn,  yet 
I  cannot  call  it  whole  fome  ;  for  ten  Ounces  of  it 
kill'd  an  exceeding  flrong  Dog ,  in  the  Prefence 
of  three  of  our  Phyficians,  in  lefs  than  fix 
Minutes  ;  and  four  Ounces  few  a  fmall  Dogy 
in  the  Prefence  of  two  of  our  Phyficians,  in 
lefs  than  three  Minutes, 

N .  B .  Before  the  fame  Gentlemen,  two 
very  flrong  Dogs  took  the  laft  Running  of 
the  Cherry-Stone- Water,  which  threw  them 
both  into  Convulfions  immediately,  and  kill'd 
the  one  in  about  a  quarter  of  an  Hour,  and 
the  other  in  a  few  Minutes.  As  to  the  Wa¬ 
ters  ufed  in  the  Experiments,  the  Truth  is, 
our  Phyficians  defired  my  Matter  to  draw  the 
Bitter-Almond-Water  pretty  flrong ,  that  the 
bad  Effects  of  it  (in  cafe  it  had  any)  fhould 
foon  appear  without  Lofs  of  Time ;  and  he 
drew  but  one  Quart  from  24  Ounces  of  Cake, 
becaufe  he  thought  he  fhould  not  have  Oc- 
cafion  for  more. 

The  Planter’s  Objection  to  this  Procefs  is 
founded  upon  a  manifeft  Fallacy,  by  which 
he  defigned  rather  to  cafl  a  Mif  before  the 
Eyes  of  the  Ignorant ,  than  to  difcover  the 
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T ruth  5  for  he  fays  that  Mr.  Davish  drawing 
but  i  Quart  of  Water  from  24  Ounces  of 
Cake ,  mufl  make  his  Water  23  times  ftrongef 
of  the  Kernel  than  the  Apothecary's  Water 
drawn  by  the  Planter's  Rule  as  above.  Here  he 
fuppofes  that  the  Almond- Water  ufed  in  the 
Experiments  was  impregnated  with  the 
whole  Virtue  of  the  24  Ounces  of  Cake  5 
whereas  every  Apprentice  in  Chemiftry  can 
tell  him,  that  after  the  fir  ft  Qjaart  was  drawn 
off,  the  remaining  Cake,  by  a  frefh  Affufion 
of  common  Water,  would  yield  many  Quarts 
of  Almond- Water,  full  as  firong  as  the  firfi& 
The  fame  Fallacy  runs  through  his  Exami¬ 
nation  of  the  Black-Cherry-Kernel-Water. 

The  Planter  proceeds.  c  Indeed  I  dif- 
4  trufted  whether  one  Quart  of  Water  could 
€  be  drawn  after  the  Manner  of  Mr.  Davis's 
4  Procefs :  My  Wife's  Mother  tried  it  for  me, 
4  and  though  {he  could  not  go  throughout 
4  the  Procefs  for  the  Stink,  yet  believes  the 
4  thing  poffibie  to  be  done,  but  not  without 
4  much  burning  the  Pafte,  (for  it  will  be 
4  nearly  of  that  Confiftence  when  committed 
4  to  the  Still)  which  gives  a  nafty,  hot,  em- 
4  pyreumatick  Tafte  to  the  Water,  and  greatly 
4  enhances  the  Malignity  of  it.  Therefore 
6  I  do  not  call  this  genuine  Black-Cherry* 
4  Water.' 

All  the  Phyficians  in  Town  tailed  the 
Bitter- Almond-Water  ufed  in  the  Experi¬ 
ments,  and  know  that  it  had  no  empyreumatick 
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1 \tajle  :  Nay,  we  could  draw  the  fame  Quan¬ 
tity  of  Water  from  a  much  larger  Quantity 
of  Cake,  without  any  fuch  Tafte,  becaufe 
we  always  fill  the  Bottom  of  our  Still  with 
Water,  and  cover  the  Water  with  a  Copper- 
Plate  tinn’d,  on  which  we  lay  the  Cake,  fo 
that  it  cannot  poffibly  be  burnt.  I  believe  the 
Planter  is  a  Stranger  to  this  Method  of  Dif- 
tilling  5  for  ’t  is  the  Fate  of  Perfons  that  fol¬ 
low  different  Employments,  never  to  be  ex¬ 
pert  in  any. 

The  Planter  entertains  us  next  with  his 
Examination  of  the  Black-Cherry- Water. 

After  quoting  the  Procefs,  viz . 

c  Mr.  Davis  to  14  Pounds  of  Black- 
€  Cherry-Stones  bruifed,  added  a  Quantity  of 
*  Water  fufficient  to  prevent  burning,  (which, 
1  in  his  Experiment,  was  about  fix  Gallons) 
c  and  drew  off  in  a  hot  Still  feven  Quarts ; 
c  the  firft  Quart  that  run  he  referv’d  by  itfelf, 
c  and  with  four  Ounces  thereof  he  kill’d  a 
4  Dog.  This  he  calls  the  genuine  Black- 
£  Cherry-Water.’ 

Does  he  fo  ?  I’m  fure  neither  the  Pub - 
lifhers ,  nor  Mr.  Davis ,  ever  call’d  the  Waters 
ufed  in  the  Experiments  by  the  Name  of  the 
genuine  Black-Cherry-Water  ;  and  yet  the 
Planter  would  be  affronted  if  I  fhould  call 
him  a  Liar,  for  affirming  that  they  did.  They 
always  diftinguifhed  it  by  the  Name  Black- 
Cherry-Stone  or  Kernel-Water ,  that  it  lliould 
not  be  confounded  with  the  genuine  Black- 
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Cherry- Water  of  the  Shops  ;  and  all  that 
our  Phyficians  propofed  by  publishing  the 
Experiments  made  with  Black- Cherry- Ker¬ 
nel-Water,  was  to  acquaint  the  Pubiick  that 
the  genuine  Black-Cherry- Water  is  poifonous 
in  fo  far  as  it  partakes  of  the  Kernel  •  and 
they  left  it  to  every  Man  to  judge  for  him- 
felf,  whether  he  ought  in  Confcienee  to  pre- 
fcribe  it  or  not.  For,  fuppofing,  as  the  Plan¬ 
ter  pretends,  that  the  Flavour  of  the  Kernel 
was  4  times,  or  (according  to  his  wicked 
Blunder)  17  times  as  Strong  in  the  Waters 
ufed  in  the  Experiments,  as  it  is  in  the  genu¬ 
ine  Black-Cherry -Water  of  the  Shops,  why 
Should  a  Child  be  made  to  f  wallow  the  feven - 
teenth  Part  of  a  Dofe  of  Poifon  ? 

Let  it  be  granted  that  17  Grains  of  Arfenic 
are  required  to  kill  a  Dog,  what  a  Confola- 
tion  mu  ft  it  be  to  a  Parent,  that  he  need  give 
his  Child  but  one  Grain  ! 

c  The  Planter  affirms  that  the  College 
f  Prefcription  does  neither  diredt  or  forbid 
€  Fermentation  in  their  Procefs  for  Blacks 
€  Cherry- Water  ;  and  that  the  Method  of 
c  preparing  at  the  Apothecary’s  Hail ,  Lon-* 
c  d$n>  is  by  the  Help  of  Fermentation.’ 

The  College  moft  certainly  intended  that 
the  Black- Cherry- Water  Should  be  dr  ;vn 
without  any  previous  Fermentation  y  for  as  it 
is  ranked  in  the  fame  Clafs  of  Simple  Waters 
with  thofe  that  are  never  fermented,  Such  as 
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Mint- Water,  Rofe- Water,  &c.  they  would 
have  exprdly  ordered  us  to  ferment  the 
Black- Cherries,  in  cafe  they  had  intended 
to  make  that  Water  an  Exception  from  the 
reft. 

As  to  the  Apothecary's  Hall,  or  common 
Diftillers,  I  neither  know  nor  care  what  they 
do ;  for  it  is  our  Bufinefs  to  prepare  Medi¬ 
cines  faithfully,  according  to  the  Difpenfatory , 
and  Phyjicia?2s  Prefcriptions  ;  and  I  hope  the 
Planter  will  for  the  future  obferve  the  fame 
Rule.  /  ■ 

The  Paragraph  concerning  Brandy  and 
Spirit  of  Wine  is  foreign  to  the  prefent  Dif- 
pute,  and  too  trifling  to  deferve  any  Anfwer  : 
For  Brandy  and  Spirit  of  Wine  are  not  ob¬ 
tained  from  Vegetables  by  fimple  Dijlillat ion , 
i.  e.  not  without  a  previous  Fermentation , 
which  gives  the  Spirit.  This  Xnftance  there¬ 
fore  is  ridiculous :  For  there  is  no  Analogy 
betwixt  thofe  Spirits  and  the  Waters  ufed  in 
the  Experiments  ;  which  being  unfermented \ 
had  not  their  natural  Qualities  at  all  altered. 

And  as  to  his  Quotation  from  Dr.  Quincy , 
it  is  very  true  that  he  fpeaks  favourably  of  the 
Black-Cherry-Water  ;  and  fo  do  many  more 
befides  him  ;  but  Quincy  was  a  very  hojiefl  as 
well  as  a  very  ingenious  Apothecary ,  and,  no 
doubt,  would  have  altered  his  Opinion,  had 
he  been  prefent  at  the  Experiments  ;  but 
little  fhuffling  Souls  cannot  be  perfuaded  that 

It 
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it  is  great  or  noble  to  acknowledge  or  re  trad: 
any  Error, 

I  am ,  Sir, 

Tour  humble  Servant, 

William  N.  Turnor. 

N.  B.  The  fatyrical,  or  lampooning  Poem, 
receiv’d  from  fome  unknown  Hand,  on  our 
worthy  Phyficians,  the  Printer  is  determin’d 
to  give  no  Place  in  this  Paper,  not  only  on 
account  of  its  being  contrary  to  the  Rules  of 
good  Manners,  but  alfo  from  what  is  enjoin’d 
us  by  Holy  Scripture.  See  Eccluf.  xxxviii. 


December  19  to  26, 

S.  R.  to  Mr.  Bryan. 

SIR , 

Tour  laji  Paper  having  Reference  to  a  Text 
in  the  Apocraphy ,  I  turned  to  the  Place , 
and  could  not  help  collecting  together  fome 
Jcatterd  Thoughts ,  which  occurred  to  ?ne  on 
the  Subject  of  Phyfick  and  Phyficians ,  which 
I  here  fend  you  for  the  Entertainment  of 
your  Readers  $  and  am. 

Sir , 

Tour  humble  Servant , 

S.  R. 

THE 
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^  HE  Art  of  Phyfick  feems  to  take* its 
Rife  from  the  Fall  of  Adamy  whofe 
eating  the  forbidden  Fruit  brought  on  him 
and  his  Pofterity  not  only  the  Curfe  of  a  fpi- 
rltual,  but  alfo  of  a  temporal  Death  :  From 
that  time  the  human  Body  (after  a  phyfical 
Manner}  became  fubjedt  to  Decay,  and  at 
length  to  Diffolution, 

The  Supreme  Being  having  Companion  on 
the  Frailty  of  human  Nature,  immediately 
undertook  the  Cure  of  the  Soul  ;  and  Self- 
prelervation  prompted  the  Individual  to  ftudy 
Means  of  prolonging  Life  •  but  as  the 
became  more  populous,  this  Study 
to  a  Science,  and  fell  into  the 
Hands  of  certain  learned  Perfons,  ftiled  Phy^ 
firians,  whofe  Art,  in  its  full  Extent,  takes  in 
ids  than  the  whole  Compafs  of  Nature. 
The  Education  of  a  Phyfician  is  attended 
no  fmall  Expence ;  but  then  it  is  ge-- 
nerally  bellowed  on  Gentlemen  of  plentiful 
Fortunes,,  who  can  very  well  fupport  it, 
without  being  beholden  to  their  Practice. 
Taking  the  requifite  Degrees  may  indeed 
have  its  political  Ufe,  but  adds  nothing  to  the 
Ho'iiefty  or  Skill  of  a  Phyfician. 

The  Power  of  Healing  being  thus  digni- 
d  and  exteniive,  no  wonder  that  the  wife 
fhoold  enjoin  us  to  honour  the  Phyjician 
with  the  Honour  that  is  due  unto  him ,  becaufe 
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we  may  have  Need  of  him>  for  the  Lord  hath 
created  Him.  ( i ) 

Our  bleffed  Saviour's  whole  Life  was  one 
continued  Scene  of  Charity  and  good  Works,, 
both  to  the  Souls  and  Bodies  of  Men  ;  he 
came  to  feek  and  to  fave,  to  find  proper  Ob¬ 
jects,  both  of  his  Goodnefs  and  Power. 

Now  the  Qualifications  that  will  entitle 
him  to  this  Honour  as  a  Debt ,  are  firft,  aa 
Ability  ;  and  fecondly,  an  hearty  Endeavour  to 
heal  the  Bodies  of  Men  ,  thofe  who  can  afford 
it,  at  a  moderate  Expence  ;  and  thofe  in  low 
Circumftances,  without  any  Expence  at  all. 
The  Method  in  Holland  is  well  worthy  Imi¬ 
tation,  where  the  Phyfician  has  a  certain  and 
very  moderate  Fee  whenever  he  is  lent  for  ; 
but  in  iome  Places  in  England  it  frequently 
happens,  that  the  Patient  luffers  more  by  the 
Expence  of  a  Cure,  than  by  the  Severity  of 
the  Diftemper ;  and  Multitudes  chufe  rather 
to  truft  Nature  alone,  than  call  in  the  timely 
Afiiftance  of  a  Phyfician. 

I  {hall  here  beg  leave  to  point  out  fome  of 
the  Methods,  by  which  I  apprehend  this  Ho¬ 
nour  may  be  either  leffened,  and  by  degrees 
loft,  or  preferv'd  and  encreas’d.  Thus  : 

If  a  Phyfician  happens  to  have  too  quick  a 
Senfe  of  a  real  or  fuppos’d  Injury  or  Indignity, 
this  may  prove  very  fatal  to  the  Patient,  and 
Specially  in  cafe  of  a  Confutation  ;  where 
the  not  being  firft:  fent  for,  the  meeting  with 

(i)  Ecckif,  xxxviii.  it. 
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fome  little  Contradiction,  the  Miftake  of  a 
Servant,  or  perhaps  the  Omiffion  of  a  Fee, 
may  coir  the  Patient  his  Life.  And  this 
Dr.  Garth  fee  ms  to  take  Notice  of  in  his 
Difpenfary  Poem ,  where,  in  giving  a  De- 
fcription  of  the  Engravings  on  Querpo' s 
Shield,  he  has  thefe  Words  ; 

Phe  Artiji  too  exprefl  the  folemn  State 
Of  grave  Phyfcians ,  at  a  Confult  met ; 
About  each  Sympto?n  how  they  difagree , 

But  how  unanimous ,  in  cafe  of  Fee , 

Or  if  a  Phvfician  fhould  form  Schemes  to  dif- 
* 

tribute  his  Bills  within  certain  Limits,  and  en¬ 
courage  and  promote  the  Bufinefs  of  a  favou¬ 
rite  Apothecary,  or  of  thofe  only  within  a 
Circle  of  his  own  making,  to  the  utter  Ex- 
clufion,  and  perhaps  Ruin  of  others'  equally 
deferving  ;  and  in  order  to  this  fhould  dictate 
unto,  or  even  ufe  his  Intereft  with  a  Patient 
to  leave  his  old  Apothecary,  and  employ  one 
of  the  Phyfician’s  recommending,  this  may 
give  reafon  to  fufpedt  an  Underftanding  be¬ 
tween  them  ;  belides,  it  is  breaking  in  upon 
that  natural  and  acquired  Intereft  which  every 
one  has  obtain’d  in  Bufinefs  3  and  confe- 
quently  muft  bring  Difcredit  on  the  Practi¬ 
tioner  in  particular,  and  on  the  Practice  in 
general.  It  is  a  common  Saying,  That  a 
good  Opinion  is  half  a  Cure ;  ’tis  therefore 
not  only  unjuft  to  others,  but  alfo  cruel  to 
put  a  Patient  under  the  Difficulty  and  Unea- 
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finefs,  either  of  going  againft  the  Bent  of 
his  own  Inclination,  or  of  difobliging  the 
Phyfician  into  whofe  hands  he  has  committed 
himfelf  ;  hard  mnft  be  the  Struggle  between 
Liberty  and  Restraint  at  fuch  a  time  :  Such 
unfortunate  Patients  may  be  compared  to  the 
poor  Woman  in  the  Gofpel,  who  fuffered 
many  things  of  the  Phyflciansy  and  [pent  all 
fhe  had ,  and  was  nothing  bettered ,  but  rather 
grew  worfe  ( 1 ) .  Such  Methods  as  thefe 
muft  needs  make  the  Art  of  Phyfick  to  lan¬ 
guish,  diminish  the  Honour  juftly  due  to  a 
faithful  Phyfician,  and  Stir  up  that  juft  Re- 
fentment  and  Contempt,  which  Dr.  Garth  re- 
prefents  ariiing  in  the  Goddefs  of  Health, 
to  fee, 

<c  How  fckning  Phyfick  hangs  her  pen  five 
c<  Head , 

cc  And  what  was  once  a  Science,  now's  a 
“  Trade  : 

cc  Her  Sons  ne'er  rifle  her  my  pterions  Store , 

“  But  fludy  Nature  lefsy  and  Lucre  more . 

The  Means  therefore  to  preferve  and  en- 
creale  this  Honour  of  a  Phyfician,  muft  be 
a  quite  contrary  Temper  and  Behaviour;  the 
wifeft  of  Men  tells  us,  that  before  Honour  is 
Humility  (2),  this  will  take  off  the  Edge  of 
our  Refentment,  and  open  our  Eyes  to  fee 
our  own  Failings,  as  well  as  our  Neighbours. 

(1)  Mark  v.  16,  (2)  Prov.  xv.  33.  >' 
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St.  Peter  warns  us  againji  being  exercifed  with 
covetous  Practices  ( i )  and  St.  Luke  cau¬ 
tions  us  to  take  heed  and  beware  of  Covetouf 
nefs  (z).  This  will  of  courfe  wean  us  from 
that  Partiality  which  a  covetous  Difpofition 
is  naturally  prone  to.  Thefe  two  important 
Points  gain’d,  will  be  a  Means  to  uncramp 
and  open  , the  Mind,  enlarge  the  Underftand- 
ing,  and  put  it  on  ftudying  the  Art  of  Heal¬ 
ing,  as  a  thing  diftind  from  Self-Intereft. 
It  will  put  a  Phyfician  on  vifiting  the  Poor, 
not  only  for  a  time*  to  get  Pradice  and  Ex¬ 
perience,  but  for  a  continuance,  after  thefe 
are  attain’d  :  And  thus,  by  the  Divine  Af~ 
Hftance,  always  accompanying  fuch  honeftand 
laudable  Endeavours,  I  am  perfuaded  that  a 
greater  Progrefs  in  Knowledge,  and  a  larger 
Accumulation  of  Honour,  and  even  Profit, 
n\ay  be  made  in  one  Year,  than  can  be  ob¬ 
tain’d  in  many  Years  without  it.  Phis  is 
the  Phsjician  whom  the  Lord  hath  created  to 
be  a  Bleffing  to  Men,  and  to  be  had  in  Ho¬ 
nour  i^y  them. 

I  whuld  not,  by  any  thing  before  faid,  be 
conftruM  to  depreciate  or  undervalue  our 
worthy  Phyficians,  fome  of  whom  I  know 
to  be  of  long  Handing,  and  of  great  Ability 
and  Reputation  ;  and  believe  they  would 
fcorn,  knowingly  or  defignedly,  to  engage 
in  any  Meafures  which  tend  to  the  leffening 

(i)  2  Pet.  ii.  24.  (2)  Luke  xii.  15. 
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or  difhonouring  this  Noble,  and  almoft  Divine 
Art . 

N.  B.  The  PI  anter’s  Anfwer  to  Mr.  bur¬ 
ner's  Letter,  may  be  expected  in  our  next. 


'January  9  to  16. 

The  Planter  to  Mr.  Bryan 


SIR, 


HEN  a  Perfon  has  taken  a  formal 


V  V  Leave,  he  ought  to  affign  loine  Rea- 
fons  for  his  return  to  the  Publick  ;  And 
what  better  Reafon  can  be  given,  than  hi£ 
being  called  back  again  by  thofe  who  occafioif  d 
his  appearing  at  firft,  to  anfwer  the  Imputa¬ 
tion  of  Blundering  and  Falfehood.  This  hap¬ 
pens  to  be  my  Cafe,  with  refpedt  to  the  Pro- 
cefle§  on  Almond  and  B lack- Cherry  Water i 
inferted  in  your  Journal  of  the  24th  of  Octo^ 
her  laft. 

My  Property  being  concern'd,  I  propofed 
fome  fui table  Quejliom  for  better  Informa¬ 
tion,  and  treated  the  Subject  with  a  Defe¬ 
rence  due  to  Phyficians.  But  feeing  thefe 
two  Procejjes  are  endeavoured  to  be  fupported 
and  defended  by  fuch  extraordinary  Methods , 
I  can  nowno  longer fmother  my  Sentiments, or 
help  looking  on  them  otherwile  than  as  a  couple 
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of  Illegitimate  Children,  wandering  from  place 

to  place,  deferred  by  their  Parents ; - who, 

tho’  they  might  have  a  natural  Fondue fs  for 
them  at  their  firft  Appearance,  and  acknow¬ 
ledge  them  for  their  own,  yet  when  the  Brats 
meet  with  a  cold  Reception,  or  become  the 
Subj efts  of  Mirth  and  Banter  abroad,  then 
they  muft  undergo  the  common  Fate,  of  be¬ 
ing  at  leaft  tacitely  di /own'd  by  their  natural 
Barents ,  who  themfelves  now  feem  to  look 
afcew  at  them,  and  take  no  care  for  their 
Support,  but  yet  do,  underhand  and  privately, 
contribute  all  thatcan  beaftorded  to  their  Main* 
tenance ,  tho’  it  be  in  a  very  frugal  Manner. 
Thefe  two  Children  (for  I  call  them  fuch,  the 
Brain  having  its  Xflfue  as  well  as  the  Body) 
were  firft  fet  to  be  nurfed  by  Mr.  Davis ,  a 
very  hon'eft  and  ingenious  Apothecary  of  Wor- 
cejler ,  who  nurfed  them  about  three  Weeks, 
till  he  was  quite  weary,  and  his  Friends 
afham’d  ;  he  has  therefore  now  committed 
them,  Cradle  and  all,  into  the  hands  of  his 
Apprentice,  Mr.  TV.  N.  Burner  ;  who,  tho* 
but  a  Youth,  yet  being  of  a  vigorous  Confti- 
Jtution,  has  given  ample  Proofs  of  his  Inge* 
unity  and  Ability ,  and  may  now  emphatically 
be  called  a  nurfing  Father .  If  it  fhould  hap¬ 
pen  to  be  beneath  the  Gravity  of  Mr.  Tumor 
to  dandle  thefe  Children  till  they  can  ftand  on 
their  Feet  (for  they  are  very  backward,)  tis 
hard  to  fay  what  Turn  they  will  take  next  ; 
but,  without  'the  Spirit  of  Prophecy,  it  is 
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eafy  to  forefee  they  will  drop  to  the  Pariili 
at  laft,  unlefs  the  Parents  think  fit  to  take 
them  home  to  themfelves.  > 

The  real  Author  of  the  Letters  fubfcribed 
by  Mr.  Davis  and  Mr.  Liifnor  is  no  Secret 
it  is  the  fame  logical  Gentleman  who  let  out 
with  an  innocent  Heydey  !  proceeded  next  to 
an  angry  Kick  on  the  Breech ,  now  ends  with 
bellowing  on  me  the  decent  Appellation  of  a 
Liar ,  and  requires  me  to  fubfcribe  my  real 
Name ,  and  argue  with  him  like  a  Gentleman , 
Rijum  Teneatis  !  I  (hall  therefore  for  the 
future,  occafionally  diftinguifh  this  Gentleman 
by  the  Name  of  the  Letter-writer,  whofe 
Arrows,  tho’  feemingly  dipt  in  the  Bitter - 
Water ,  have  no  Effedt  for  want  of  Aim  : 
were  I  difpos’d  to  be  perfonal  towards  him. 
Materials  are  not  wanting,  and  that  he  will 
know,  if  I  but  perceive  them  to  glance. 

The  Letter-Writer ,  confcious  of  having 
offered  an  imply ’d  Injury  to  others,  in  dif- 
tinguifhing  and  exalting  the  jingle  Char  abler 
of  Mr.  Davis ,  has  in  one  Part  of  his  Letter 
(of  his  own  accord,  without  being  called  up¬ 
on)  been  fo  gracious  and  condelcending  as 
to  acknowledge  that  there  are  in  your  City 
more  honefl  and  ingenious  Apothecaries .  But 
the  reft  of  his  Letter  abounding  with  Crudi¬ 
ties,  mu  ft  be  imputed  to  his  having  lately 
been  obliged  to  fwaliow  too  plentiful  a  Meal 
of  Roots ,  Fruits ,  and  Vegetables  5  which,  it 
feems,  are  not  as  yet  digefted. 


Mr. 
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Mr,  Tumor  tells  us.  that  his  Matter  bein^ 

9  o 

determined  to  contend  no  longer  with  Sha¬ 
dows,  i.  e.  to  take  a  great  deal  of  Pains ,  for 
no  other  Purpofe  than  to  become  a  Jefl,  has 
given  him  leave  to  take  his  Place  ;  and  then 
proceeds  to  Ihew  wherein  his  great  Weaknefs 
lies. 

And  firftj  as  to  the  Almond-Water ,  he  tells 
us,  £C  there  is  no  general  Rule  among  the 
cc  Apothecaries  for  making  Bitter-Almond - 
cc  Water  :  For  it  is  a  direB  Fraud,  and  ought 
€C  not  to  be  ?nade  at  all  5  [with  which  I  en¬ 
tirely  agreee]  u  but  that  the  common  way  was 
<c  to  throw  fome  Handfuls  of  Almond-Cake, 
cc  by  guefs ,  into  the  Still.!*  [This  I  deny.] 

I  am  not  for  encouraging  any  Frauds,  (tho* 
innocent)  but  believe  Mr.  Tumor  or  his 
Mafer  will  not  deny  they  have  made  fome 
hundred  Gallons  of  this  Almond-Water ,  and 
fold  and  ufed  it  as  Black- Cherry- Water,  with¬ 
out  poifoning  any  One  ;  that  it  would  much 
leflen  the  Apparatus  in  his  Shop,  were  there 
nothing  but  genuine  Drugs ,  and  that  it  would 
put  them  frequently  to  their  Shifts,  were 
they  not  in  fome  Cafes  to  ufe  Subttitutes, 
My  Wife's  Mother  tells  me,  her  Hulband 
never  made  this  Water  by  guefs ,  nor 
did  any  of  the  Trade  fhe  ever  knew  in  40 
Years  Practice,  but  always  made  it  by  the 
Rule* of  four  Ounces  to  the  Gallon  :  So  that 
if  any  ill  Effects  lhould  at  any  time  happen, 
it  mutt  be  from  this  random  or  guefs-work 

Manner 
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Manner  of  preparing  $  for  flie  allures  me, 
that  to  her  own  Knowledge,  no  lefs  than  a 
Quart,  or  32  Ounces  of  it,  has  been  taken 
by  a  fingle  Perfon  in  12  Hours  time,  with¬ 
out  any  apparent  Incovenience,  altho’  Mr. 
Tumor  fays  he  kill'd  a  very  ftrong  Dog  in 
lefs  than  fix  Minutes  with  10  Ounces  of  it. 
So  that  (tho'  this  is  a  large  Dofe  to  be  taken 
in  fix  Minutes  time)  if  it  proves  any  thing,  it  a- 
mounts  to  no  more  than  an  Anfwer  to  the  Con- 
verfeofmy  6th  Query,  4  Whether  that  which  is 
4  poifonous  to  fome  Animals,  may  not  ferve 
4  for  Food  or  Phyfick  to  Men  ?  '  The  Letter- 
Writer  next  proceeds  to  fhew  the  Fallacy  of 
my  Afiertion,  4  that  Mr.  Davis's  drawing  but 
4  one  Quart  of  Water  from  24  Ounces  of 
4  Cake,  muft  make  his  Water  23  times 
4  ftronger  of  the  Kernel  than  the  Apothecary's 
4  Water  drawn  after  the  Proportion  of  four 
4  Ounces  to  the  Gallon  f  and  builds  his  Rea- 
foning  upon  a  Suppofition  I  never  made,  or 
fo  much  as  imagin'd,  viz.  that  the  Almond- 
Water  ufed  in  the  Experiments  was  impreg¬ 
nated  with  the  whole  Virtue  of  the  24  Ounces 
of  Cake.  For,  thus  : 

If  four  Ounces  of  the  Cake  will  impregnate 
one  Gallon  of  common  Water  with  its  Virtue, 
to  a  certain  determinate  Degree  or  Strength ,  as 
the  Apothecaries  ufed  to  make  it,  after  this 
is  poured  off,  the  Remains  will  yet  impreg¬ 
nate  the  like  Quantity  of  common  Water 
with  its"  Virtue,  to  a  certain  determinate 

Degree , 


{  4°  ) 

Degree  y  but  far  weaker ,  and  lefs  than  the 
former  :  Now  therefore  24  Oimces  of  this 
Cake  treated  in  like  manner  with  one  Quart 
of  Water ,  mu  ft  confequently  impregnate  the 
frfi  Quart  of  Water  with  its  Virtue,  to  a  cer¬ 
tain  determinate  Degree  or  Strength ,  23  times 
more  or  greater  than  the  frfi  Quart  of  Water 
drawn  from  one  Ounce  of  Cake  y  and  will  af¬ 
terwards,  notwithftanding,  on  the  Affulion 
of  more  common  Water,  impregnate  the 
fame  with  the  Remains  of  its  Virtue.  And 
this  every  Coffee -dr inker  is  capable  of  demon- 

But  this  AlTertion  of  the  Letter-Writer  sy 
as  it  may  proceed  from  Inadvertency  or  In¬ 
attention,  is  more  excufable  than  what  he 
charges  me  with  in  the  next  Paragraph  ; 
where,  after  repeating  fome  of  my  Objections 
to  the  Procefs  on  Almond-Water  y  which  con¬ 
cludes  thus,  c  therefore  I  do  not  call  this  ge¬ 
nuine  Water  y  he,  pretending  to  cite  my  very 
Words,  expreffes  it  thus,  c  therefore  I  do 
c  not  call  this  genuine  Black-Cherry  -Wat  er  / 
Every  one  that  reads  my  laid  Letter,  in  your 
Paper  of  the  5th  of  December ,  will  difprove 
this  Quotation,  and  call  it  not  only  a  Blun¬ 
der,  becaufe  it  is  falfe ;  but  alfo  a  wicked  Blun¬ 
der  ,  becaufe  defignedly  falfe. 

The  Letter-Writer  next  proceeds  to  give 
a  Defcription  of  the  Method  Mr.  Davis  took 
in  drawing  the  Almond- Water ,  by  the  help 
of  a  Still  contriv'd  to  work  with  Water  under - 

neathy 
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math ,  in  the  manner  of  a  Balneum  Vapor  is  ; 
which,  in  the  Procefs ,  was  fallacioufly  call'd 
a  cold  Still ;  and  even  makes  this  an  Qcca- 
fion  to  extol  Mr.  Davis's  Ingenuity  for  impo- 
fing  on  the  Phyficians,  and  dealing  fo  dis¬ 
ingenuous  writh  their  Readers*  by  cafting  this 
Mift  befor'e  their  Eyes. 

The  Letter-Writer  finding  the  Waters  too 
ftrong  for  him,  is  with  much  Reludtance 
brought  to  acknowledge  the  Vruih  thro'  the 
Mouth  of  Mr .  Stumor ,  thus;  ‘  The  Truth 
c  is,  the  Phyficians  defired  my  Mafter  to 
c  draw  the  Bitter- Almond-Water  pretty 
c  ftrong ,  i.  e.  23  times  ftronger  than  ufual  f 
and  gives  this  admirable  Reafon  for  it,  c  that 

*  the  bad  Effedis  of  it  ftiould  foon  appear, 

*  without  Lofs  of  Time  f  which  amounts  to 
the  fame  as  if  an  Experiment  were  to  be 
made  with  Brandy ,  and  a  Man  fhould  be 
obliged  to  fwallow  a  Glafs  of  Spirit  of  Wine 
infiead  of  a  Glafs  of  Brandy *  that  the  bad 
Effedts  of  it  might  foon  appear  without  Lofs 
of  Time.  It  is  indeed  afferted  by  the  Letter - 
Writer ,  that  there  is  no  Analogy  between 
Brandy  and  Simple -Waters  ;  becaufe  the  for¬ 
mer  proceed  from  Fermentation ,  but  the 
Ingredients  of  the  latter  ought  not  be  pre- 
vioufly  fermented.  I  will  therefore  endea¬ 
vour  once  more  to  clear  his  Eye-fight  by  the 
Help  of  one  indifputable  Authority,  tho* 
there  are  many  might  be  produced  to  the 
fame  Purpofe,  The  great  Boerhaave  in  his 

G  *  new 


(  42  ) 

new  Method  of  Che  mi  fry ,  (tranflated  by  Dr. 
Shaw ,  and  illustrated  with  his  Notes)  under 
the  chemical  Hiftory  of  dijliWd  Waters , 
after  delivering  the  Procefs  on  recent  Vege¬ 
tables  without  a  previous  Ferment  at  i on ,  he 
proceeds  to  the  Procejs  on  them  with  a  pre¬ 
vious  Fermentation  ;  and  Page  58  he  tells  us, 
that  the  Waters  drawn  after  fuch  Fermenta¬ 
tion ,  are  much  better  fitted  for  keeping  than 
thole  drawn  unfermented ,  and  will  long  con¬ 
tinue  good  and  perfedt,  even  tor  Seven  or 
eight  Years ;  and  that,  becaufe  the  SPIRIT 
in  them  prevents  their  corrupting  and  grow¬ 
ing  rnothery. 

Now  it  is  well  known,  that  the  Fruit  and 
Seed  is  of  a  more  com  pad!  and  elaborate  Con¬ 
texture  than  either  the  Leaf  or  Blojjom  of  a 
Vegetable,  and  contains  a  more  fix’d  Oyl 
than  thefe  •  and  mufl  therefore  be  broken 
by  Fermentation,  before  they  yield  forth 
their  Virtues  in  Distillation .  And  Dr.  Shawy 
in  his  Notes,  Page  59,  juftly  obferves,  ‘  That 
‘  the  whole  Art  of  Pharmacy  con  fills  in 
1  treating  the  Materia  Medica  in  a  manner 
f  Suitable  to  every  Subjedt,  fo  as  to  gain  from 

*  it  the  Parts  and  Virtues  that  are  wanting  ; 
1  and  that  it  is  a  JeSh  for  any  one  to  Set  about 
c  writing  Parmacopceias ,  or  even  extempora- 
c  neons  Prefcriptions ,  before  he  is  Matter  of 
‘  fo  much  Knowledge  ;  and  by  fo  doing 

*  Hi  ail  only  expofe  himfelf  to  the  Laughter  of 
1  fuch  as  are  Judges  in  this  Way/ 

The 
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The  Letter -Writer  having  now,  as  he, 
thinks,  pav’d  the  Way  for  an  eafy  Admif- 
fion,  advances  boldly  to  the  Black-Cherry- 
Water  Procefs ,  which  he  will  not  allow  to 
be  17  times  as  ftrong  as  the  genuine  Black- 
Cherry  -Water  of  the  Shops,  for  the  Reafons 
before  given  and  refuted  concerning  the  AL 
mond-Water ,  and  calls  it  a  wicked  Blunder  ; 
but  finding  the  Word  GENUINE  to  ftare 
him  too  ftrong  in  the  Face,  he  flatly  denies 
that  he  ever  call’d  the  Black-Cherry -Water  of 
his  Procefs,  by  the  Name  of  genuine  Black- 
Cherry -Water  ;  and  in  his  Wrath  fays,  I 
ihould  be  affronted  if  he  fhould  call  me  a 
Liar  for  affirming  he  did  3  thereby  reducing 
himlelf  under  the  Dilemma  of  acknowledg- 
ing,  either,  that  he  did  not  thereby  intend  to 
make  the  genuine  Black-Cberry-Water  ;  or 
elfe,  if  he  did,  that  he  has  erred  prepofteroujly 
in  his  Procefs.  I  fhall  therefore  only  recite 
his  own  Words  in  the  IVorcejler  Journal  of 
the  24th  of  OAober  laft,  and  leave  my  Rea¬ 
ders  to  conftrue  them  as  they  pleafe  :  Where, 
after  telling  us  that  the  Almond-Water 
(not  his  Almond-Water)  was,  by  an  almoft 
univerfal  Cuftom,  become  a  Subftitute  in  the 
Shops  for  Black-Cherry-Water ,  he  proceeds 
in  thefe  Words. 

c  But  as  this  Water,  in  Tafte,  Smell,  and 
£  all  its  fenfible  Qualities,  exa&ly  imitates 
-  that  for  which  it  is  fubftituted,  we  thought 

G  2  ‘  it 
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£  it  flill  more  worthy  our  Enquiry,  whether 
1  the  G  ENUIN  E  Black-Cherry -Water  it- 
c  felf  was  falutary  and  innocent  or  not ; ’ 
and  then  tells  us  the  Effect  of  it,  and  fets 
down  the  Procefs.  Can  Words  be  framed 
ftronger  toexprefs  the  Writer's  Meaning,  the 
GENUINE  Black  Cherry -Water  ?  Or 
can  they  be  more  delufively  apply’d,  if  he 

had  no  fuch  Meaning  ?  - Mr.  Tumor 

(fpeaking  magifterially)  fays,  he  cares  not 
what  they  do  at  Apothecaries-Hall,  or  I  fup- 
pofe  at  the  College,  i.  e.  how  Medicines  are 
prepar'd  at  thefe  Places  ;  but  fays,  it  is  their 
Bufinefs  to  prepare  Medicines  faithfully,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Difpenfatory  and  Phyfcians 
Prefcriptions  :  But  how  can  one  Man  in  this 
Cafe  lervc  two  fuch  contrary  Matters  at  one 
and  the  fame  time  ;  he  mutt  either  adhere 
to  the  Difpenfatory  and  difobey  the  Phyfcians , 
or  adhere  to  the  Phyfcians  and  difobey  the 
Difpenfatory  5  he  cannot  ferve  Truth  and 
Falfehood . 

The  Letter-Writer,  when  he  fpeaks  of 
Poijons ,  turns  them  all  into  Arfenic ,  which 
he  thinks  is  an  Inftance  fufficient  for  his  Pur- 
pole  ;  but  how  many  Poifons  are  there,  that 
are  not  abfolutely  fuch  ?  being  only  fo  when 
taken  to  a  certain  Degree ,  or  under  certain 
Circiimftances  5  thus  Elaterium ,  Scammony , 
Gamboge ,  and  Opium ,  may  prove  highly  fer- 
yicegble  in  a  very  fmall  Dofe ,  where  the 
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Quantity  of  17  Grains,  or  even  feven  Grains, 
may  prove  mortal. 

In  like  manner  the  Black-Cherry -Water, 
made  according  to  the  Difpenfatory,  tho* 
taken  in  large  Quantities,  may  prove  falutary 
or  innocent  5  yet  the  Black-Cherry-Water  (or 
Kernel-Water  as  it  is  now  call’d)  as  drawn 
by  Mr.  Davis ,  may  prove  foifbnous ,  even  in 
a  /mall  Quantity  ;  but  as  the  learned  Dr. 
Mead,  in  his  curious  Lreatife  on  Poi foils.  Page 
137,  fays,  c  It  is  not  worth  Notice  to  dif- 
c  pute  how  far  Poifons  are  medicinal,  fince  it 
1  is  notorious  enough  that  Medicines  do 
c  fometimes  prove  Poifons/  To  which  I 
fhall  beg  leave  to  add,  c  and  may  at  any 
‘  time  be  converted  into  Poifons  by  a  particu- 
‘  lar  Treatment/ 

As  to  Mr.  Davis' s  and  his  Apprentice’s 
Experiments  made  before  the  Phyficians,  of 
killing  exceeding  ftrong  Dogs,  and  flaying 
fmall  Dogs,  i.  e.  exceeding  weak  Dogs,  it  is 
time  enough  to  take  Notice  of  thefe  Experi¬ 
ments,  when  the  Phyficians  think  them  wor¬ 
thy  exhibiting  to  the  Publick. 

And  having  now  gone  thro’  the  Letter- 
Writer  s  Defence,  I  fhall  conclude  with  him, 
‘  That  little  jhijfiing  Souls  cannot  be  per- 
*  fuaded  it  is  great  or  noble  to  acknowledge 
4  or  retradl  an  Error  f  and  therefore  I  hope 
he  will  take  Opportunity  of  giving  the 
W orld  a  Proof  of  the  Greatnejs  and  Steadi - 
nej's  of  his  Soul,  by  ingenuoufly  acknow¬ 
ledging 
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jedging  himfelf  to  be  either  convinced  or  per- 
funded  that  he  is  in  the  Wrong. 

Tour  humble  Servant, 

The  Planter. 

The  Planter  being  Jlr eight ned  for  time , 
could  not  revife  this  Paper  bef  ore  it  went 
to  the  Pre/s,  and  therefore  did  fend  after 
it  fome  few  Errata  of  his  own ,  and  the 
Printer  s  ;  which  occafond  the  under¬ 
written  Errata  and  N.  B.  to  be  inferted 
as  from  the  Printer . 

i 

Errata ,  In  the  3d  Line  of  the  Planter's 
Letter,  for ,  to  allign  fome  Reafon  to  the 
Publick,  read,  to  aliign  fome  Reafon  for  his- 
Return  to  the  Publick.  Line  51,  of  the 
fame  Column,  for,  bellowing  one  the  de¬ 
cent,  read,  for  bellowing  on  me  the  decent. 

N.  B.  The  Planter,  lince  his  fending  to 
the  Printer  this  long  Anfwer  to  that  of  Mr. 
Tumor,  (or  the  Letter-Writer,  as  he  lliles 
him)  has  fent  two  Letters  more,  the  one 
containing  no  lefs  than  19  Alterations  and 
Additions  to  this  his  long  Anfwer  :  The  other 
Letter  contains  Erratas,T7:c.  Column  2,  Lines 
51,  52,  54,  for  Gallon,  read  Quart.  Lines 
54,  53,  inflead  of,  from  the  four  Ounces  of 
Cake,  as  before- mention’d,  read,  from  one 
Ounce  of  Cake. 


But 
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But  as4he  Words,  Gallons ,  are  no  Mis¬ 
takes  of  the  Printer,  but  were  mentioned  in 
the  faid  feveral  Lines  in  his  written  Letter, 
as  well  as  the  four  Ounces  of  Cake,  it  either 
looks  as  if  Mr.  Davis  or  Mr.  Turnor  has  fol¬ 
lowed  him  fo  clofe,  as  to  confound  him  to 
fuch  a  degree  that  he  knows  not  what  he 
writes  ;  or  that  his  Inftruffrefs  (his  Wife's 
Mother )  is  got  fo  fir  in  her  Dotage,  that  ihe 
knows  not  what  fhe  fays  ;  wherefore  the 
Printer  hopes  they’ll  not  think  it  worth  their 
while  to  make  any  farther  Replies  to  this 
reftlefs  Difputant,  efpecially  fince  he  fill 
continues  in  Qbfcurity,  refuting  to  fubfcribe 
his  real  Name,  notwithftanding  fo  often 
required. 


(January  31,  1740. 

To  the  Printer  of  the  Gloucefter  Journal. 

SIR , 

ISuppofe  you  are  no  Stranger  to  what  has 
of  late  paffed  in  the  Wore  eft  er  [ Journal , 
printed  by  Stephen  Bryan ,  for  and  againft  the 
Ule  of  the  genuine  Black-Cherry -Water ,  and 
whether  it  hath  fiirprifmg  and  terrible  Effects, 
fo  as  to  kill  almoft  inftantaneoufly,  as  the 
Worcefer  Phyjicians  have  publifhed  in  the 

fame 
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fame  Paper  of  the  24th  of  October  lad  ;  or 
whether  it  is  fafe  and  innocent ,  as  I  (the 
Black-Cherry  Planter)  have  ailerted.  It  be¬ 
ing  thus  my  Lot  to  be  engaged  in  a  Difpute 
with  the  Phyficians ,  they  have  hitherto  been 
pleafed  to  anlwer  me  in  the  Names  of  Wm. 
Davis ,  a  plain  Apothecary  of  this  Place,  and 
W.  N.  "Tumor ,  his  plain,  but  mafler-like  and 
fcurrilous  Apprentice  5  but  the  Phyficians 
have  declin’d  anfwering  me  as  from  them- 
felves,  on  pretence  of  not  fubferibing  my 
Name. 

To  remove  this  frivolous  Excufe,  and  pre¬ 
vent  the  Dirt  I  perceiv’d  was  raking  up  from 
falling  on  any  but  myfelf,  I  fent  the  under¬ 
written  Letter  to  Mr.  Bryan ,  to  be  inferted 
in  his  laft  Phur [day's  Journal  of  the  29th 
inftant ;  which  he  has,  for  weighty  Reajbns , 
totally  fupprefs’d.  I  therefore  requefl  the  ' 
Favour  of  your  Paper  to  do  me  that  Juilice 
his  denies.  At  the  fame  time,  not  to  be  un¬ 
grateful,  I  here  thank  him  for  appointing  the 
two  above-nam’d  Perfons  to  be  my  Atten¬ 
dants,  which  he  very  properly  placed  (almoft 
breathlefs)  behind  me.  They  have,  ’tis  true, 
with  great  Labour,  acquired  the  Reputation 
of  two  celebrated  Zanies ,  by  adting  the  Part 
appointed  them  by  the  young  Gentlemen  be¬ 
hind  the  Curtain*  yet  are  both  very  aukward 
and  raw  in  Things  folid,  and  make  a  very 
odd  Figure  in  the  Eye  of  a  Man  of  common 
Senfe.  I  therefore  promife*  if  they  become 
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honeft  and  ingenious  in  my  Service,  and  con?# 
tinue  tradlable^  fo  as  to  leap  over  a  Stick  at 
the  Word  of  Command;  I  will  then  promote 
them,  and  beftow  on  each  of  them  a  new 
Livery ,  with  a  laced  Cap  and  Shoulder-Knot^ 
inftead  of  the  Party-colour  d  Patch-work 
Garment ,  (bellowed  on  them  by  the  above 
Gentleman)  which  they  now  wear.  I  hope 
I  fhall  be  able  to  teach  them  better  Manners , 
and  Language ;  and  to  perceive,  that  there  is 
a  real  difference  between  black  and  white ,  and 
between  Ample  Waters,  that  are  genuine ,  and 
thofe  that  are  not  genuine . 

I  likewife  defign  Mr.  B— — n  the  Prefent 
of  a  handfome  Badge  for  his  Back,  made  of 
the  beft  burnifhed  Saturnine  Metal ,  having 
in  relievo  thereon  the  Figure  of  a  miferable 
looking  old  Wretch,  with  a  piece  of  Qold  in 
his  right  Hand,  and  a  Looking-glafs  in  the 
left ;  and  encompaffed  with  this  Motto,  Shew 
me  a  Peague ,  1  will  jhew  you  a  K-—*0 

My  Letter  to  the  Printer  of  the  Worcejler 
Journal \  was  as  under. 


SIR,' 

TH  E  expectation  you  gave  of  publ  iffy- 
ing  my  laid  Letter,  and  deferring  it 
for  three  Weeks  together,  occaAoned  the  mak¬ 
ing  fome  few  immaterial  Alterations,  which 
you  have  greatly  magniAed,,  and  are  therefore 
gt  liberty  to  print  the  Letters  you  mention; 

.  H  you 
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you  might  at  the  fame  time  have  thanked 
me  for  corre&ing  your  'Errors ,  whofe  Pro¬ 
vince  was  only  to  Copy. 

Tho’  a  mere  Name  is  an  idle  Thing,  yet 
if  the  Phyficians  themfelves  require  mine,  I 
will  oblige  them  therewith  ;  who  am  till 
then 

Your  humble  Servant , 

2 y  January ,  The  Planter, 

*74°* 

P.  S.  When  you  have  fhewn  this  (as  it 
feemsyoudid  my  laft)  to  the  Gentleman  that 
added  the  N.  B .  his  probable  he  may  prevail 
with  you  to  fupprefs  it ;  but  the  Truth  will 
come  out,  on  Paper,  Port,  or  Walk 

N.  B.  Yhefie  two  lajl  Letters  were  fupprejl. 


January  23  to  30, 

Mr .  Turnor  to  Mr.  Bryan. 
SIR, 

IT  is  obvious  to  the  rational  and  unpreju¬ 
diced  Part  of  your  Readers,  that  our 
Phyficians  could  have  no  private  View,  in 
delaying  a  Difpenfatory  Water,  agreeable  in 
its  Tafte  and  Flavour  to  many,  and  which 
they  had  often  prefcribed  before  they  knew 
the  bad  Effects  of  it  :  But  after  thofe  bad  Ef¬ 
fects  were  once  difcovered,  how  could  they 
in  Honour  or  Confcience  conceal  them,  and 
2  there* 
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thereby  become  acceffory  to  the  Death  of 
fuch  as  might  be  deftroyed  by  them  ? 

It  is  alfo  manifeft,  that  the  Bitter- Almond, 
and  Black-Cherry-Kernel-Waters,  whether 
they  are  ftrong,  according  to  my  Matter's  Pro- 
cedes,  or  weak,  according  to  the  Planter's 
Rule,  are  always  poifonous ,  and  confequently 
never  to  be  trujled  in  any  Form.  Nor  is  it  lets 
evident,  that  the  common  Black- Cherry  Wa¬ 
ter  is  greatly  to  be  fufpedled  of  Foifon ,  in  as 
much  as  it  partakes  of  the  Kernel* 

It  is  like  wife  Matter  of  Fadt,  that  th  tpoi* 
Jbnous  Quality  of  the  Laurel -water,  was  dis¬ 
covered  by  its  killing  two  Women ,  who  drank 
each  a  Glafs  of  it,  tho’  afterwards  it  was 
found  to  kill  Dogs  alfo.  See  Philo f,  Tranfadi * 
N°.  41 8.  Now  the  Bitter- Almond  and  Black- 
Cherry-Kernel  Waters,  having  exadtly  the 
fame  Tafte  and  Smell  with  the  Laurel-water 
(which  put  our  Phyllcians  on  making  the  Ex¬ 
periments)  and  having  poifoned  Dogsi  in  the 
fame  Manner  with  the  Laurel- water  5  is  it 
not  reafonable  to  conclude,  that  they  would 
poifon  Men  alfo  ? 

Bui  if  in  fpite  of  Reafon  and  Experiment, 
there  be  hill  among  your  Readers,  fome  who 
think  the  Waters  in  difpute  innocent  or  falu- 
tary ;  the  Planter  ttiall,  if  he  pleafes,  erect 
his  Stage,  harangue  his  Mob,  anddifpenfe  his 
Favourite  Liquor ,  without  any  Interruption 
from  me  for  the  future  ;  for  when  a  Man  has 
great  Afurance ,  little  Bujinefs ,  and  jujl  a  fmai~ 
terms:  of  Letters ,  like  the  Planter *  which 


FI  2 
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HiaMes  Him  (to  ufe  Rochejlers  Phrafe)  have 
Need  to  write ,  there  will  be  no  End  of  his 
Impertinence.  All  I  fhall  defire  is,  that  when 
this  Gentleman  mounts  his  Theatre ,  the  firft 
Experiment  may  be  made  upon  himfelfi, 

I  am ,  Sir  , 

1  «, 

Tour  humble  Servant 5 
W.  N.  Turnor. 

✓  ■■}  ••  -1  ^  V 

N.B.  The  Planter  feems  to  have  been  put  to 
Shifts  for  Matter  to  fill  up  his  long  Letter, 
when  he  lays  hold  of  what  mu  ft  appear  to 
every  one,  to  be  only  a  meer  Slip  of  my  Pen, 
or  of  the  Prefs ;  I  mean,  my  inferring  the 
Words  Black-Cherry -Water ,  after  the  Procefs 
for  Almond-Water .  But  as  every  candid  Rea¬ 
der  will  readily  perceive  the  Caufe  of  this, 
and  the  like  Errors,  I  fhall  not  trouble  you 
with  a  long  Sheet  of  Errata  about  them. 


"January  30.  to  Feb .  6» 

To  the  Printer  of  the  Worcefter  Journah 


SIR, 


WHEN  a  Gentleman  has  been  regu¬ 
larly  bred  to  a  Profeftion,  and  has  for 
feveral  Years  dedicated  his  Time  and  Atten¬ 
tion  to  it ;  it  is  fearce  poflible  but  he  muft 
iinderftand  it  better  than  any  other  Man,  who 
has  neither  been  inftrudted  nor  employ'd  in 

lu 
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it.  Thus  much,  I  believe,  will  be  granted 
by  all  Men  of  Senfe  or  Modefty.  But  your 
Correfpondent  the  Planter,  it  feems,  is  of  an¬ 
other  way  of  Thinking  :  for  without  the 
leaft  Pretence  to  Education  or  Learning,  he 
takes  upon  him  to  contradict  your  Phyficians 
in  a  Point  of  their  own  ProfeJJim ,  and  mo- 
deftly  aftures  the  Publick,  that  he  knows 
more  of  the  Matter  than  all  of  them  put  to¬ 
gether,  He  pretends,  indeed,  that  his  Pro¬ 
perty  is  concern’d,  and  he  muft  defend  it  at  any 
Rate .  It  may  be  fo,  and  it  muft  be  own’d, 
that  the  Phyficians  have  no  fuch  Plea,  nor 
any  private  View  :  but  might  not  the  Miftrels 
of  a  Gin-Shop,  with  equal  Juftice  exclaim  a- 
gainft  the  Phyficians  for  cautioning  her  Cus¬ 
tomers  againft  Drunkennefs  ?  Her  Property, 
like  the  Planters,  arifes  from  Perfons  poijbn - 
ing  themf elves  with  her  Liquors.  Nay,  but 
my  Waters  are  not  poifonous,  fays  the  Plan¬ 
ter  ;  he  gives  us  not  only  his  own  Word,  but 
his  Mother’s,  that  they  are  very  wholefome. 
Moreover,  he  quotes  Dr.  Quincy,  who  has 
been  dead  thefe  twenty  Tears ,  and  affirms, 
with  great  Truth,  that  he  alfo  fpeaks  well 
of  the  Waters  in  Queftion,  and  that  the  Ex¬ 
periments  which  were  publish’d  lafi  Autumn , 
have  not  made  the  Doctor  to  alter  his  Opini¬ 
on  in  the  leaft.  He  Squeezes  his  Brain,  for 
the  beft  of  his  Wit  to  divert  the  Mob,  that 
his  Packets  may  fell  the  better ;  and  to  Shew 
his  Breeding,  produces  a  Quotation  out  of 
■Shaw's  Translation  of  Boerbaave’s  Chemiftry, 
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th'o*  it  happens  unfortunately  to  he  nothing  to  the 
Furpofe. 

But  the  raoft  artful  Thing  of  all  is  the  un¬ 
merciful  Length  of  his  Harangue.  He  might 
be  very  certain  that  no  Man  would  ever  an- 
fwer  it;  for  human  Patience  is  not  fuffi- 
cient  for  the  Drudgery  of  going  thro5  fuch 
a  confufed  Heap  of  Abfurdity  and  Imperti¬ 
nence. 

But  to  cut  this  Gentleman  off  fhort,  who 
grows  fo  much  upon  us  in  Length  every  Fort- 
nighty  there  needs  no  more  than  fairly  to  ftate 
this  Difpute  in  its  true  Light,  which  Mr.  Da¬ 
vis  and  Mr.  Tumor  feem  to  have  omitted  ; 
and  then  leave  it  to  the  Decifion  of  the  Pub¬ 
licly  whom  it  chiefly  concerns.  The  true 
Point  in  Debate  then  is,  Whether  this  Jingle 
Planter  knows  better  than  all  your  Phyficians , 
what  is  wholej'ome  or  unwhole fome  in  Medicines  ? 
If  he  really  does,  let  him  fpeak  out  at  once, 
and  convince  the  People  that  your  Phyficians 
know  nothing  of  their  Bufinefs ;  and  that  He 
alone ,  without  Parts  or  Learnings  can  beft  di- 
redl  them  how  to  preferve  or  regain  Health. 
1  only  beg,  that  when  he  has  gain’d  his  Point, 
be  would  be  fo  good  as  to  acquaint  us  with  his 
real  Name  and  Place  of  Abode,  that  we  may 
know  where  to  apply  for  the  beft  Advice. 
And  for  his  Encouragement,  I  will  take  upon 
me  to  promife  him,  that  this  Scheme  (if  he 
can  bring  it  to  bear)  will  turn  to  much  better 
Account  than  his  felling  Cherries,  or  writing 

foolifh 
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fooliih  Letters,  or  any  other  Bufmefs  he  eves 
had  in  his  Life. 

lam,  Sir, 

Tour  moji  humble  Servant , 

Bewdley ,  January ,  B.  T* 

24,  1740-1. 


Thame,  9th  March,  1740. 

■* 

To  the  Printer  of  the  Gloucefler  Journal. 


S  I  R, 

MY  laft  Letter  to  you,  being meer Mat- 
ter  of  Complaint,  I  fuppofe  was  the 
Reafon  you  did  not  infert  it  in  your  Journal ; 
and  therefore,  have  here  drawn  up  the  whole 
Controverfy,  in  a  fhort  Compafs ;  that  your 
Readers  may  be  able,  at  one  View,  to  form 
a  judgment,  of  the  Matter  in  difpute;  con¬ 
cerning  the  Experiments  lately  made  on  Al¬ 
mond-Water,  and  Black-Cherry -Water,  (ib 
call'd)  by  the  Worcefer  Phyficians;  which 
they  publish'd  in  the  Worcefer  Journal . 

It  feems  thefe  Gentlemen  were  induced  to 
advertife  the  Publick,  againft  the  ufe  of  thefe 
Simple  Waters,  which  they  pronounced  to 
be  adlive  and  violent  Poijbns  5  from  the  Ana¬ 
logy  they  bore  to  the  Laurel  Water ,  ne¬ 
ver  ufed  in  Medicine,  mentioned  in  Phil \ 
Tranf.  N9.  418.  which  kill'd  two  Women 
at  Dublin  that  drank  each  a  Glafs  of  it. 

The 
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The  Procefs,  by  which  that  Water  was  made,, 
is  no  where  exhibited,  as  I  can  find  3  but  it 
feems  to  have  been  made,  as  jirong  as  pofjible  3 
becaufe,  although,  they  there  ufed  it  fre¬ 
quently ,  yet  they  ufed  it  but  fparingly  ;  juft 
to  give  a  Flavour  to  their  Creams,  and  Pud¬ 
dings,  and  fometimes  to  relifti  a  Dram 3  and 
tho’  it  had  been  many  Years  in  ufe,  at  Dub¬ 
lin,  yet  no  inconvenience  ever  appeared  ;  till 
taking  the  above  Quantity,  difcovered  the  Dan- 
geroufnefs  of  it  :  which  was  a  fufiicient  Rea- 
fon,  for  the  Phylicians  there ,  to  give  pub- 
lick  Warning,  againft  the  ufe  of  a  Liquor,, 
in  which,  fo  fmall  an  Error  might  prove 
mortal. 

Now,  the  Almond-Water ,  being  only  ufed 
as  a  Succedaneum  to  the  GENUINE  Black - 
Cherry-Water^  I  (hall  confine  my  felf  to  the 
latter  5  as  order’d  to  be  made  by  the  College' 
of  Phy/idam ,  in  London  3  thus. 

From  1 2  Pounds  of  Black  Cherries  bruifedy 
with  the  Stones ,  draw  1  Gallon .  By  which 
Procefs,  his  impoflible  the  Water  fhould  tafte 
flrong  of  the  Kernel  3  for  it  will  be  but  juft 
flavour’d  therewith. 

Whereas  the  Waters  drawn  for  the  men¬ 
tion’d  Experiments,  were  utterly  deprived, 
of  receiving  any  Benefit  from  the  Juice  3  it 
being  drawn  from  the  bruifed  Stones ,  without 
the  Fruit  3  and  that  17  times  fironger  of  the 
Kernel ,  than  the  Procefs  directs  3  as  1  have 
before,  proved  3  befides  the  Pulp  to  the  Stone, 
(as  I  have  before  fhewn)  is  as  3  to  43  bat  the 
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Pulp  to  the  Kernel ,  as  I  have  fince  examined, 
appears  to  be  as  17  to  18,  or  thereabout ;  fo 
that  no  lefs  than  17  Parts  in  18,  of  the  ne- 
ceffary,  and  ’tis  prefum’d,  of  the  beft  Ingre¬ 
dients,  were  left  out  of  the  Procefs ;  and  with 
about  4  Ounces  of  this  Water,  thus  drawn, 
they  kill’d  a  Dog.  Which  excefive  Strength 
of  the  Kernel ,  and  great  Retrenchment  of  the 
Fruit ,  I  thought  to  be  a  fufficient  Objection 
to  the  Experiments ;  yet  being  defirous  to  fa- 
tisfy  my  felf  farther,  I  caufed  a  middle  fized 
Dog,  to  be  confined  from  Liquids,  and  fed 
him  with  dry  Meat  till  he  was  very  thirfty ; 
and  then  offered  him  fome  of  the  Genuine 
Black-Cherry-Water ,  (made  by  Fermenta¬ 
tion)  taken  from  a  known  Quantity,  a  little 
fweetned  with  Sugar  5  which  he  lapped  free¬ 
ly,  and  by  weighing  the  remainder,  I  found, 
the  Dog  had  fwallow’d  1 2  Ounces  of  it.  I  alfo 
caufed  anothermiddle  fized  Dogtobe  confined, 
and  when  he  was  quite  hungry,  I  fed  him  with 
Bread  foaked  in  the  Genuine  Black-Cherry - 
Water  5  and  on  weighing  the  Bread  and  Water 
(feparately)  which  was  left,  I  found,  he  had 
fwallowed  16  Ounces  of  Bread,  which  had 
foak’d  up  20  Ounces  of  the  Water .>  Neither  of 
thefe  Dogs  have  fince  fhewn  any  the  leafi:  Sign 
ofUneafinefs;  butcontinued,aridareat  this  time 
to  all  appearance,  as  brisk  and  lively  as  ever. 

But  as  to  the  Almond-Water ,  (if  it  were 
allow’d  to  be  ufed)  yet,  the  random  Way  df 
making  it  by  Mr.  Davis  s  Apprentice,  and 
finch  giddy  Youths,  as  make  Rochejler  their 

f  :  I  chief 
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chief  Study,  may  probably  do  harm,  and  af¬ 
ford  a  Caution,  againft  the  ufe  of  it. 

I  fhall  pafs  over  that  weak  Objection, 
which  has  been  fo  much  rely’d  on  ;  that  a 
Poifon  lies  in  the  Kernel  5  and  therefore,  the 
Genuine  Black-Cherry -Water  itfelf,  Jo  far 
as  it  partakes  of  the  Kernels ,  mujl  be  poijo - 
nous  ;  with  only  obferving,  that  if  this  Argu¬ 
ment  holds,  then  the  Black  Cherries ,  eaten 
with  their  Kernels,  and  all  Medicines  that 
partake  of  Opium ,  Helebore ,  Mercury ,  &c. 
(which  latter  are  clafs’d  among  Poifons)  muft 
be  alfo  Poijonous ,  than  which,  nothing  can 
be  more  ridiculous,  becaufe  every  Day’s  Ex¬ 
perience  evinces  the  contrary. 

I  fhall  likewife  overlook  the  Oprobriumy 
that  was  intended  me,  by  the  infallible  Gen¬ 
tleman  (fo  univerjally  Beamed ,  and  of  fuch 
extenfive  Parts)  who  has  hitherto  been  the 
only  Perfon,  that  has  wrote  in  Defence  of  the 
Experiments  5  in  fo  many  different  Difguifes, 
and  under  the  borrowed  Names  and  Characters, 
of  no  lefs  than  4  different  Perfons;  and  do 
give  him  this  friendly  Caution,  (fince  him- 
felf  attributes  the  many  Falfities  and  Abfur- 
dities  which  appear  in  his  Defence,  to  his 
jlippery  Pen )  that  he  would  ufe  a  more  fea - 
dy  Pen  for  the  future  ;  becaufe  a  jlippery  Pen 
in  the  Hand  of  a  Phyfician,  may  prove  as 
dangerous  a  Weapon,  as  a  Paralytic  Lancet r 
in  the  Hand  of  a  Surgeon. 

Having  an  averfion  to  all  Cant  P at riotifm, 
in  every  Shape  >  I  fhall  frankly  acknowledge 
2  my 
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myfelf  concern'd,  in  Point  of  Inter  eft ,  to  flip- 
port  the  Black-Cherry  Flee :  Yet  if  it  can  be 
made  appear,  that  the  Simple-Water  I  contend 
for,  in  the  moderate,  and  proper  Ufe  of  it, 
(for  there  is  no  Danger  of  its  being  drank  to 
Excefsy  or  as  a  Cordial )  ever  killed ,  or  fo  much 
as  endangered  the  Life  of  any  one  Perfon  .or 
Brute  (which  is  more  than  can  be  faid  of  ma¬ 
ny  celebrated  Medicines,)  no  one  fhall  fooner 
fubfcribe,  to  the  rooting  all  thofe  Trees  out 
of  the  Nation,  than  my  felf. 

But  when  a  Perfon  folicitouftly  endeavours 
to  perfwade  People,  that  all  his  Studies  are 
directed  for  the  foie  Good  of  others,  excln- 
Jive  oft '  Self  $  it  ever  creates  a  Sufpicion,  and 
puts  me  in  mind  of  a  fuitable  Reply,  made 
by  an  honeft  fubftantial  Farmer,  (a  Neigh¬ 
bour  of  mine)  to  a  young  Phyfician  whom  he 

fent  for,  in  a  dangerous  Fit  of  Illnefs,  - 

The  Phyfician,  after  he  had  prefcribed,  ask^ 
ed  the  Patient, who  was  his  Apothecary  ?  The 
Farmer  readily  anfwer’d,  he  always  made  ufe 
of  Mr.  Fairchildy  to  whom  this  cautious  Phy¬ 
fician,  with  an  Air  of  Importance,  reply ’d, 
(fhaking  his  Head)  O !  I  never  prefcribe  to 
that  Shop  ;  but  will  with  my  own  Hand, 
give  the  Bill  to  Mr,  Gracefift  ;  for  he  is  a  ve*^ 
ry  honeft  aijd  ingenious  Man ,  and  I  know  will 
take  particular  Care  of  it.  Gra mercy  Sir,  fays 
the  Farmer,  pray  take  your  Paper  again  ;  you 
be  not  the  Gentleman  I  want ;  j'or  /  want  a 
.Man's  DoBor^  but  I find  you  be  a  Shop  DoBor> 
and  thus  difmift  him  in  a  dark  Night,  thro3 
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dirty  Roads*  to  attend  his  Officinal  Patients 
at  home. 

Far  be  it  from  me,  fo  much  as  to  attempt, 
invading  the  Province  of  a  Phyjician  ;  which 
I  apprehend  (as  fuch)  does  not  extend  to 
Brutes  3  but  furely,  every  one  that  has  the 
Ufe  of  his  Senfes ,  may  take  the  Liberty  of 
examining  a  Simple  Water, that  is  publickly  of¬ 
fered  to  the  Examination  of  the  SenJ'es ,  with¬ 
out  fuch  an  invidious  Imputation. 

As  I  am  a  Stranger  to  moft  of  the  Gentle¬ 
men  concerned  in  publifhing  the  Experi¬ 
ments  3  I  can  frame  no  other  Notions  con¬ 
cerning  them,  but  what  I  am  furnifhed  with 
by  my  Correfpondents,  and  thofe  I  converfe 
with  :  From  whence  I  conclude  (that  in  this 
one  Inftance)  their  Zeal  preceded  their  Judg~ 
ment  3  for  what  is  meant  by  Mr.  Davids  Wa¬ 
ter  being  jlrong,  and  the  genuine  Water  weak , 
as  is  admitted  and  owned,  I  know  not  3  unlefs 
it  was  jenfbly  fo,  to  the  Fafte,  or  Smell ,  or  both: 
which  alone  muft  make  a  wide  and  irrecon¬ 
cilable  Difference  between  his  Water  and  the 
genuine  Water ,  in  its fenffble  Qualities :  There¬ 
fore  the  Analogy  and  Foundation ,  on  which 
thefe  Experiments  are  built,  appearing  ground- 
lefs,  the  Superftrudture  muft  con fequently  fall. 

I  have  great  Reafon  to  believe,  that  the 
fame  projecting  Gentleman,  who  firft  fet  this 
Matter  on  foot,  and  hath  exerted  himfelf  fo 
much  in  Defence  of  thefe  Experiments  3  fince 
his  Defeat  in  the  Country,  (there  being  99  in 
100  againft  his  Opinion)  in  order  to  fupport , 
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and  advance  his  Reputation,  has  been  ufing 
Artifices ,  to  procure  the  Black-Cherry -Wat  er^ 
to  be  left  out  of  the  next  Edition  of  the  Lon¬ 
don  Difpenfatory 3  but  with  what  Succefs,  a 
little  Time  will  difcover  :  I  fhould  rather 
think,  the  learned,  and  judicious  Editors, 
if  they  difirufied  its  being  innocent,  would 
make  proper  Experiments,  for  the  Publick 
Satisfaction,  before  they  either  exprefiy ,  or 
even  tacit ely  condemn  a  Vehicle,  which  has  fo 
long  univ erj ally  obtained 3  is  very  acceptable 
to  the  Tafie  of  the  languid  and  drooping  Pa¬ 
tient  ;  has  been  intent io?tally  prefcribed ,  by  the 
ableft  Phyficians  in  this  Kingdom ,  even  in  the 
Cafe  of  Convuljions  \  and  is  efteemed  for  its 
agreeable  Flavour ,  far  preferable  to  the  Her¬ 
baceous  Simple  Waters 3  which  are  apt  to  ex¬ 
cite  a  Naucea  in  weak  Stomacks.  Therefore, 
if  any  Errors  have  been  committed,  in  the  draw¬ 
ing  of  this  Water,  no  doubt  they  will  be  guard¬ 
ed  a  gain  ft,  and  ft  and  corrected  for  the  future. 

But  whatever  be  the  Fate  of  the  Black- 
Cherry-Free,  I  fhall  enjoy  the  Satisfadiion  of 
having  (tho’  in  a  homely  manner)  publifhed 
the  Sentiments  of  mo  ft  People,  on  the  Sub¬ 
ject  3  and  thus  endeavoured  to  prevent  its 
Condemnation  unheard  :  and  being  truly  fen- 
lible  of  my  own  Deficiencies  herein,  I  fhould 
be  glad  to  fee  them  fupply’d  by  fome  Perfon 
©f  Ability,  which  fhall  be  always  gratefully 
acknowledged  by,  Sir , 

Your  humble  Servant , 

The  Planter. 

P.  & 
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f.$.  It  is  worth  Enquiry,  whether  the  Simple- Water 
made  from  Pepper,  Mint,  Green  Walnuts,  &c. 
after  the  fame  Proportion  of  Strength  as  Mr. 
Davis’ s  Water,  will  not  have  the  like  Effect  ? 

N.  B.  This  Letter  was  not  publifhed . 


On  the  Black-Cherry -Water  Experiments  y 
By  an  Unknown  Hand. 

SOM  E  modern  Ph— — ns  of  deep  Penetration , 

Employing  their  Thoughts  for  the  Good  of  the  Nation , 
Diftrufied  rank  Poifon  in  Black -Cherry- Water, 

Whil/i  the  learn' d  of  the  College  ne’er  dreamt  of  the  Mat- 
This  Water,  from  dry  Cherry-Stones,  they’d  dijlill ;  (ter : 
And  refolvd ,  the  Dog  Noddy  fhould  tafie  of  their  Skill . 

But  having  no  genuine  Stones  of  their  own , 

(Thofe  of  Cherries,  I  mean )  to  practice  upon  : 

They  found  out  an  honeft  ingenious  Afftflant , 

IVho  a  Still  had  at  hand ,  and  fome  Stones  mi  far  dijlant  $ 
And  gave  him  a  Procefs  for  genuine  Water, 

The  like  never  before ,  or  will  be  hereafter. 

The  Med’ cine  prepar'd ,  poor  Noddy  s  ty’d  chfe , 

And  forced  to  fwallow  the  Chymical  Dofe; 

He  grinnd  and  return'd  the  horrible  Draught, 

The  Dog  was  d - -d  Tick,  but  the  Doctors  all  laught  | 

Noddy  roaring  amain ,  fome  refpite  did  pray , 

D — s  threw  down  at  random  without  more  delay  ; 

’Till  the  Dog,  quite  fpent  out ,  and  the  Doctors  ail  tir’d , 
Twixt  Rage  and  Compulfion,  poor  Noddy  expir’d. 

Next  Time ,  0!  ye  Sages ,  examine  the  Juice, 

And  fee  what  Effects  the  Fruit  will  produce ; 

T  impregnate  *  with  Kernel  and  Cherry  contrive. 

The  dry  Stones  may  deft  roy,  whom  the  Pulp  won  d  revive. 

Keep  due  Heat, Time,  Proportion;  let  run,  what  run  Jhou’dy 
Then  never  diftruft,  for  your  Water’ll  be  good. 

*  JBy  this  is  meant  Fermentation . 

N.  Be  The  JVorcsfter  Printer  refufed  thefe  Verfes  a  Place  tn 
his  Paper,  for  being  contrary  to  Holy  Scripture. 

FfNIS. 
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